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SCOUTING AMERICA, MINSI TRAILS COUNCIL

BRIEF... SOMETHING NEW IS COMING!!

In an effort to have consistency among and between the districts and council, the district newsletter will

become an email/web-based effort. In the meantime, we will be putting out news briefs in the interim.
The idea is to quickly convey the information we have with leaders, parents, and Scouts. With that in

mind, we will be doing a simplified version of the newsletter until the switch takes place. Thanks!

Registration is open for Legend of the Yeti! [Klondike/Arctic Adventure]

On Saturday, February 22, come join the adventure, as Scouts traverse the frozen tundra
of the Camp Minsi frontier, confronting challenges and obstacles, testing their Scout and
survival skills, and demonstrating the Patrol Method. Start planning now for your great
Klondike Adventure! More information inside on page 5.

Register at https://scoutingevent.com/502-2025Ivarcticadenture

Order of the Arrow Elections

Adult leaders in Northampton District troops, crews, or ships, if you haven’t acheduled OA elec-
tions yet please reach out to the Takhone Chapter at takhone@witauchsoman.org.

Northampton District Pinewood Derby

Remember to mark your calendars for the district pinewood derby at Kelly Nissan
(3830 Nazareth Road, Easton, Pennsylvania 18045) on March 15, 2025.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The Northampton District is a geographical area located in Northampton county which serves the youth of Bethlehem, Bangor, Chapman, Easton,
Freemansburg, Glendon, Hellertown, Nazareth, North Catasauqua, Northampton, Pen Argyl, Portland, Roseto, Stockertown, Tatamy, Walnutport,
West Easton, Wilson, Wind Gap, and all areas between.
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NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT LINKS

Northampton District Home Page on Council Website:
https://minsitrails.org/northampton-district/

Northampton District Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/NorthamptonDistrict/

Trail to Eagle Resources:
https://minsitrails.org/the-trail-to-eagle-resources/

Northampton District school policies (for recruiting Scouts):
https://minsitrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/School-policies.docx

Cub Scout Go and See Guide for Packs, Dens, & Families:
https://minsitrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Go-and-See-Guide-2024-V | .pdf

Current district newsletter (permalink):
http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/current_newsletter.php

District newsletter archive (permalink):
http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/newsletter_archive.htm

Minsi Trails Council Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/minsitrailsbsa

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP: 2025 NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT & OTHER ACTIVITIES

JANUARY 30 - Roundtable (Recruiting), NCC, Green Pond Road, 7:00 PM

FEBRUARY 1 - Minsi Winter Fun Fest, Camp Minsi, 9:30 AM opening

FEBRUARY 5 - Northampton District Committee meeting

FEBRUARY 12 - Roundtable (New leader training & Incident Reporting), NCC, 7:00 PM
FEBRUARY 22 - Klondike Derby (aka Lehigh Valley Service Area Arctic Adventure) at Camp Minsi
MARCH 5 - Northampton District Committee meeting

MARCH 12 - Roundtable (High Adventure Trips), NCC, 7:00 PM

MARCH 15 - Northampton District Pinewood Derby at Kelly Nissan on Route 248
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NOTES FROM THE DISTRICT CHAIR

Hello Unit Leaders,

Happy New Year! Minsi Trails Council is putting together a strong and packed year of Scouting for
our Council’s youth. To make this happen, our Council generates its own revenue through various
Foundations, Special Events, Program fees, and Annual Giving Campaign. An important part of that
Annual Giving Campaign is the 2025 Family Friends of Scouting (FOS). 14% of our Council’s budget
is supported by vested individuals including me and you. It is important that all have a chance to be
part of our Scouting movement. Over the coming weeks your Unit Key 3 Leaders will be receiving
an email asking to provide a date when a Presenter from within your Unit, or from Northampton
District, can give a brief presentation and ask for individuals’ support of our local Scouting pro-
grams. Please look for that email and please be receptive to allowing Minsi Trails Council to contin-
ue supporting our local Scouts. Thank you.

Best Regards,

Mike Caffrey
Northampton District Chair

The Northampton District Advancement Committee reports:

1. There are 42 Merit Badges that have been updated with changes effective January 1, 2025.
Merit Badges affected and link to a detailed document follows on page 5.

2. The Eagle rank application has been updated and is on the web site. The Minisi web site and
supporting forms were updated for the new application.

3. Scouts BSA at the end of November have all shown advancement.
4. Cub Scouts at the end of November have all shown advancement.

5. In December we had 8 Eagle boards of review and finished with 54 for 2024. One Eagle board
is scheduled for January already.

6. In December we had 3 Eagle project reviews with approvals. We have currently 31 scouts
actively working on Eagle projects .

th ra
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2025 Merit Badges with changed requirements
42 Merit Badges with requirement changes or updates

https://www.scouting.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Merit-Badge-Requirement-Updates-Effective-
January-1-2025-Updated-12-12-24.pdf

Merit Badges:

Animal Science Fire Safety

Archery First Aid

Astronomy Fish and Wildlife Management
Aviation Fishing

Chemistry Gardening

Citizenship in the Community Horsemanship
Climbing Insect Study

Cooking Landscape Architecture
Crime Prevention Law

Cycling Metalwork

Dentistry Motorboating

Digital Technology Nature

Dog Care Plumbing

Drafting Pottery

Electricity Programing

Electronics Reptile and Amphibian Study
Emergency Preparedness Rifle Shooting

Energy Shotgun Shooting
Environmental Science Skating

Family Life Snow Sports
Fingerprinting Sports

NATIONAL
_ JAMBOREE ﬁ}iﬁ

- . JULY 22-31 "%
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2025 Klondike Derby

Unit preparation information

Scouts / Venturers: Join us on February 22", 2025 on our Legend of the Yeti Klondike Derby.
Come test your winter outdoor scout skills, teamwork and Yeti Lore. 10 great events are
planned around these areas:

e First Aid

e Fire Building

e Knots / Lashings

e Patrol Method / Teambuilding
e Puzzling

e Orienteering

e Range & Target Activities

¢ Sled Racing

The committee has been busy planning a great event for your enjoyment. A full unit
participation guide is anticipated to be available the week of January 13t™". This will include a
complete list of required sled items.

New for this year will be lunch on the trail. Each scout will need to prepare and bring along a
foil pack for their lunch. Each patrol will supply a small (8-12 Ib.) bag of charcoal at their first
event, and a hot bed of coals will be ready for them when they complete the 4" station at lunch
time.

We also have some extra activities at the stations for scouts to have some fun in the event they
complete the rotation early.

As a reminder, this is a single-day event. If your unit would like to camp overnight, please
reserve a campsite through the normal weekend rental system at minsitrails.org.

Scouters: We are in need of volunteers to supervise and to help at event stations. We’re
anticipating needing 80 volunteers. The stations are easy to run and a Leader’s Guide will be
provided, including your advice and suggestions. To supervise or to help at a station, please
email us! There will be a pre-event online meeting approximately 1 week before the event for
the station leaders as well to answer as many questions as possible. Your help is greatly
appreciated.

2025 Committee
Matt Woodruff, Chris Fluke, Jon Slaton, Rick Bishop
CouncilKlondike@MinsiTrails.org
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Northampton County District December 2024 Eagle Scouts

Our young men and women work through the ranks in Scouting with busy schedules-sports, school, church,
and more. These scouts still found time to complete all the requirements and achieve their goal of becoming
an Eagle Scout. All our Eagle Scouts will set the bar higher as they continue in their life. We wish them all the
best in their future.

Jim Daley, Northampton District Advancement Chair and Eagle Chair

12/2/2024 Justin B. Troop 29
12/9/2024 Antonio P. Troop 76
12/9/2024 RyanT. Troop 74
12/23/2024 Andrew H. Troop 40
12/23/2024 Owen D. Troop 40
12/23/2024 James O. Troop 302
12/30/2024 Andrew P. Troop 74
12/30/2024 Joseph B. Troop 29

RECOGNITION DINNER

= MAY 12TH, 2025 ———
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Minsi Trails Council
National Youth Leadership Training

Save the Date!
May 2-4 & 9-11, 2025

Minsi Trails’ Wood Badge
Registration is open!

http://www.minsitrailswoodbadge.org/
register.php

Fee: $395; $295 for Minsi Trails 315 i
registered leaders after $100 Wood - :f1 IJj Ii"|-.._
Badge Fund scholarship. An addi- et

[ =
tional $50 discount if paid in full by E Anda
January 31.

September 19-21, 2025
and

October 18-19, 2025
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The Takhone Corner

Order of the Arrow Unit Elections

OA members in Northampton District (adult and youth), please contact Takhone Chapter
at takhone@witauchsoman.org about helping with unit elections which are beginning
shortly. A list of dates will be coming out very soon.

SCOUTING'S NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY



