
Northampton District

BRIEF... 

The Northampton District is a geographical area located in Northampton county which serves the youth of Bethlehem, Bangor, Chapman, Easton, 
Freemansburg, Glendon, Hellertown, Nazareth, North Catasauqua, Northampton, Pen Argyl, Portland, Roseto, Stockertown, Tatamy, Walnutport, 
West Easton, Wilson, Wind Gap, and all areas between.

FEBRUARY 2025 Northampton District Newsbrief

SCOUTING AMERICA, MINSI TRAILS COUNCIL

 While it seems like we’re in the throes of  winter, warmer weather and more outdoor activities are right 

around the corner. Look inside for many of  our upcoming events, whether in the district or at council 

level. One of  the best selling points of  Scouting America is that it gets our youth outdoors. Sign up for 

activities that give our youth a chance to grow, learn, and have fun!

SPRING IS COMING!!

Northampton District Pinewood Derby
Remember to mark your calendars for the district Pinewood Derby at Kelly Nissan (3830 Naza-
reth Road, Easton, Pennsylvania 18045) on March 15, 2025. Get more information and register 
at https://scoutingevent.com/502-nopwd25

Order of the Arrow Elections
Adult leaders in Northampton District troops, crews, or ships, if you haven’t acheduled OA elec-
tions yet please reach out to the Takhone Chapter at takhone@witauchsoman.org.

Lehigh Valley Service Area Spring Camporee
Get ready for an action-packed weekend, April 25-27, where curiosity meets adventure! The 
STEM Challenge Camporee invites Scouts to dive into the exciting world of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics through hands-on challenges, teamwork, and problem-solving. 
More info at https://scoutingevent.com/502-lvcamporee25

Camp Minsi Female Summit
Sign up for the Female Summit at Camp Minsi - where female Scouts from inside and outside 
the Council will: Learn new skills and help teach them to others; Meet Scouts from other 
Troops; Develop your leadership skills; Take over the camp Have fun! April 12 to 13, 2025.
More information at https://scoutingevent.com/502-femalesummit2025
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IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP: 2025 NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT & OTHER ACTIVITIES

FEBRUARY 19 - Northampton District Roundtable (New Leader Training & Incident Reporting), NCC, 7:00 PM
FEBRUARY 22 - Klondike Derby (aka Lehigh Valley Service Area Arctic Adventure) at Camp Minsi
MARCH 5 - Northampton District Committee meeting
MARCH 12 - Northampton District Roundtable (High Adventure Trips), NCC, 7:00 PM
MARCH 15 - Northampton District Pinewood Derby at Kelly Nissan on Route 248
MARCH 22 - NRA RSO (Range Safety Officer) Training Camp Minsi

NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT LINKS
Northampton District Home Page on Council Website:

https://minsitrails.org/northampton-district/

Trail to Eagle Resources:
https://minsitrails.org/the-trail-to-eagle-resources/

Current district newsletter (permalink):
http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/current_newsletter.php

District newsletter archive (permalink): 
     http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/newsletter_archive.htm

	 Cub Scout Go and See Guide for Packs, Dens, & Families: 
	      https://minsitrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Go-and-See-Guide-2024-V1.pdf

Northampton District Facebook page: 
     https://www.facebook.com/NorthamptonDistrict/

Minsi Trails Council Facebook page: 
     https://www.facebook.com/minsitrailsbsa

Northampton District school policies (for recruiting Scouts):
https://minsitrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/School-policies.docx
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Northampton District Roundtable - Northampton Community College 
January 30, 2025
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Hello fellow Northampton Scouters,

I hope you are all doing well. I’m looking forward to a spring filled with activities for all of our Scouts. The Klondike Derby 
is coming up February 22, the Pinewood Derby will be at Kelly Nissan on March 15, and many more activities will follow. 
Our district committee folks work hard to bring these events to life and we certainly hope you take advantage of them. 
We’re looking forward to these next few months.

One thing that makes all of these events even better is more Scouts. Please continue to work within your local commu-
nities to attract more of our youth to join Scouting. Our membership committee is working to help supply units with 
membership opportunities. Please make good use of their efforts.

On a final note there are many adult volunteers in our scouting organization who deserve to be recognized. Both district 
and unit recognition awards are available on our district webpage at Minsi Trails website. Please take the time to recog-
nize those individuals who make a difference in your unit. Thanks very much.

YIS,

Mike Caffrey
Northampton District Committee Chair

NOTES FROM THE DISTRICT CHAIR
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2025 Northampton district Roundtable Schedule 
J. Swain, 1/15/2025 

Roundtables are typically scheduled for the second Wednesday of each month. 

All will be at Northampton Community College, Main Campus, unless otherwise noted. 

o January 30 – Recruiting  

o February 19 - New leader training & Incident Reporting 

o March 12 - High adventure trips 

o April 9 - Summer camp prep 

o May 14* - Canoeing / aquatic activities 

o June 11 - Volunteer recognition & Recruiting 

o July 9 - Trail hiking / biking 

o August 13 - Dutch oven cooking competition 

o September 10 - Recruiting / bring a friend (ice cream social) 

o October 8 - Recharter / Trail to Eagle 

o November 12 - Winter camping 

o December 10 - Renewal / holiday celebration 

* - This date conflicts with the Scouting America’s National Meeting, and may change. 
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Why I Took Wood Badge

For several years, other Scout leaders who took Wood Badge came back 
to tell me that I should take it. I resisted, saying I’ll take it some day 

when I’m ready.

Then in 2005, my son was on staff for National Youth Leadership 
Training (NYLT) and needed a ride to a training conference. When 
we arrived, I was welcomed as the newest adult staff member. All 

I had intended was to give my son a ride, but I’d seen what a differ-
ence the course had made for him and I was curious in seeing it for 

myself.

That NYLT course was amazing. I saw youth running the program with little to no direction 
from adults (but a lot of adult oversight). One day, as I watched some youth problem-solve 
a particularly vexing difficulty, I remarked to one of the experienced adult leaders, “This is 
just amazing.”

“Yeah,” he replied. “It’s a lot like Wood Badge.”

“Really?” I asked, surprised. “I’ve gotta sign up for that.” And that fall, with three other 
adult leaders from my home troop, I took the Wood Badge course.

Since I’d served on NYLT staff, I had a good idea what Wood Badge was about. But there 
some surprises. Though they are similar, Wood Badge and NYLT are not the same course. 
For example, in NYLT youth leaders (participants 
in the course) are taught how to talk with adults. 
In Wood Badge, we don’t learn how to talk with 
youth but how to listen. There are other subtle 
differences, too.

But the biggest difference is that Wood Badge 
participants visualize their own goals and write 
them down—the dreaded ticket. Before I took 
Wood Badge I had heard about the ticket, that it 
could be difficult, was a lot of work, and made a 
difference. I had seen first hand when one of our 
adult leaders had made and painted shelves to help the troop quartermasters get orga-
nized. It had sure made a difference to the youth.
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But my Wood Badge ticket wasn’t what I had envisioned it to be before the course. I 
thought I would work on things in the troop, the district, and the council since I was active 
in all three areas. Instead, my ticket ended up being about my primary registration as an 
Assistant District Commissioner. And though it wasn’t what I expected going in, it ended up 
making a difference for Scouts and Scouters alike.

The point is that your ticket is yours alone and will proba-
bly be about something you’re already doing or interest-
ed in doing. Sometimes it’s the nudge that gets you start-
ed. Sometimes it’s the inspiration you need to finish.

Wood Badge is not adult NYLT. The Wood Badge ticket 
isn’t an adult Eagle project. Wood Badge is a chance to 
have fun, make new friends (some will be come lifelong 
friends), and to make a difference where you want to.

When I took Wood Badge, four years after first being 
urged to, I wondered why I had put it off. When I 
finished the course and started working on my tick-
et, I wished that I had done this years ago. I learned 
things I would use in the troop, in the district, in the 
council, at work, and at home. I can’t say that of 
many other courses I’ve taken. And when I finished 
my ticket and the district had, among other things, 
three new commissioners who would make a differ-
ence for the youth, I was happy to see that I could 
help be the change I wanted to happen.

There is a Wood Badge course coming up this year 
in Minsi Trails Council—13-502-25 and I’m fortunate 
enough to be the course director and we have a tal-
ented staff. Registration is open for the two weekend 
course (September 19-21 and October 18-19). This 
is your chance to make a difference. And have fun 
doing it. I hope to see you there. 

Register at http://www.minsitrailswoodbadge.org/register.php.
-Bernie Suess 
Northampton District News Editor
Assistant District Commissioner 
13-502-25 Course Director
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Hey!
Registration is open!

Minsi Trails’ Wood Badge

 September 19-21, 2025 
and

October 18-19, 2025

http://www.minsitrailswoodbadge.org/
register.php

Fee: $395; $295 for Minsi Trails 
registered leaders after $100 
Wood Badge Fund scholarship. 

National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT)

NYLT will be held May 2-4, 9-11, 2025 at Camp Minsi, Pocono Summit, 
PA. This is a training designed for youth in Venturing, Sea Scouts, and 
Scouts,BSA.

Register today! https://scoutingevent.com/502-2025NYLT

The fees are as follows:
Minsi Trails Scouts: $360 if paid before April 4, 2025, $460 paid after April 
4, 2025
Out of Council: $460 if paid before April 4, 2025, $560 paid after April 4, 
2025
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The Takhone Corner

Order of the Arrow Unit Elections

OA members in Northampton District (adult and youth), please contact Takhone Chapter 
at takhone@witauchsoman.org about helping with unit elections which are beginning 
shortly. A list of dates will be out soon.
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Allentown Trade-O-Ree 
Scouting Memorabilia Show 

 

www.AllentownTOR.com 
 

Hosted by: Witauchsoman Lodge #44 
& Minsi Trails Heritage Collection Committee 

 

Saturday – April 5, 2025 
Open 8:00 a.m to 3:00 p.m. 

 

Convenient from I-78, PA Turnpike-NE Extension (I-476), LVI Airport, Rt. 22 
 

Location:  Jordan Lutheran Church, 5103 Snowdrift Rd., Orefield, PA 18069 
 
• Scouting Memorabilia – Buy / Sell / Trade / Browse 
• 75+ Tables (8 ft.) available for $25.00 each.  (Max. of 4 tables may be purchased) 
• Table set-up begins at 7:30 a.m.  Doors open to the public at 8:00 a.m. 
• Witauchsoman Lodge #44 will be selling their patches and OA merchandise 
• Food and Refreshments will be available for purchase 
• Wi-Fi Internet access available 
 
Admission: $2.00 per person. Youth under 18 free.  (You do not need to purchase a table to attend) 
 
For more information:  Mike Best or Scott Best at 610-767-6079 or tradeoree@allentowntor.com 
 
 

TO PURCHASE TABLE(S): 
• All table purchases must be done online at  www.AllentownTOR.com 
• Online table purchase system will close when tables are sold out 

 
 
Hotel Information: 

• Comfort Inn, 7625 Imperial Way, Allentown, PA 18106, Call 610-391-0344 
• ParkView Inn, 1151 Bulldog Drive, Allentown, PA 18104, Call 610-395-3731 

 

Directions: 
• From I-78 East, take Exit 51 to Rt. 22 East and proceed 2.4 miles. Take Exit to Rt. 309 North and 

proceed 1.5 miles.  Turn left onto Snowdrift Rd. and proceed ¼ mile. 
• From I-78 West, take Exit 53 to Rt. 309 North and proceed 3.3 miles.  Turn left onto Snowdrift Rd. and 

proceed ¼ mile. 
• From PA Turnpike-Northeast Extension (I-476), take Exit 56 (Lehigh Valley).  After tollbooth, bear 

right to Rt. 22 East and proceed 0.8 miles.  Take Exit to Rt. 309 North and proceed 1.5 miles.  Turn left 
onto Snowdrift Rd. and proceed ¼ mile. 

• From Lehigh Valley International Airport (ABE), turn right onto Airport Rd. and proceed 0.2 miles.  
Take Exit to Rt. 22 West and proceed 7.0 miles.  Take Exit to Rt. 309 North and proceed 1.5 miles.  Turn 
left onto Snowdrift Rd. and proceed ¼ mile. 

• From Rt. 22 in Allentown, PA, take Exit to Rt. 309 North and proceed 1.5 miles.  Turn left onto 
Snowdrift Rd. and proceed ¼ mile. 
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A Fun-Filled, Active, Weekend 
For Scouts BSA & Girl Scouts 

Hawk Mountain &  
Minsi Trails Councils 

Registration information 
will be posted on the 
Allentown Diocese 

Catholic Committee on 
Scouting Website: 
www.adccos.org 

Patches & Pins 

Activity Stations 
WHO’S INVITED

✓ 
✓ 

✓ 



FEBRUARY 2025 Northampton District Newsbrief
-12-

CAMP MINSI
Female SummitFemale Summit

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFO COMING SOON
QUESTIONS: FEMALESUMMIT@MINSITRAILS.ORG

4/12/25 - 4/13/254/12/25 - 4/13/25

SPEND TIME IN BEAUTIFUL
SURROUNDINGS AT CAMP MINSI,

EXPLORE NEW ADVENTURES!

Troop and individual 
signup available 
Bring a friend

Rising AOLs welcome
Round table discussions 

Build scout skills


