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SCOUTING AMERICA, MINSI TRAILS COUNCIL

BRIEFLY... CROSSOVERS AND MORE!!

Crossovers and recruiting are key in fostering growth within Scouting. Crossovers are a critical moment
where new recruits are welcomed into the next phase of their Scouting journey. Focused recruiting
efforts help expand membership, ensuring the legacy of Scouting continues by engaging new youth and

adult leaders in the values of outdoor adventure, leadership, and community service.

Camp Minsi Female Summit

Sign up for the Female Summit at Camp Minsi - where female Scouts from inside and outside
the Council will: Learn new skills and help teach them to others; Meet Scouts from other
Troops; Develop your leadership skills; Take over the camp Have fun! April 12 to 13, 2025.

More information at https://scoutingevent.com/502-femalesummit2025

Lehigh Valley Service Area Spring Camporee

Get ready for an action-packed weekend, April 25-27, where curiosity meets adventure! The
STEM Challenge Camporee invites Scouts to dive into the exciting world of Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics through hands-on challenges, teamwork, and problem-solving.

More info at https://scoutingevent.com/502-lvcamporee25

Northampton District Picnic

Mark your calendar! Join us for the Northampton District Picnic at Louise Moore Park, May 21
at 6:00 PM, as we celebrate our volunteers throughout the district. Please bring a dish to share.
More information available soon.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The Northampton District is a geographical area located in Northampton county which serves the youth of Bethlehem, Bangor, Chapman, Easton,
Freemansburg, Glendon, Hellertown, Nazareth, North Catasauqua, Northampton, Pen Argyl, Portland, Roseto, Stockertown, Tatamy, Walnutport,
West Easton, Wilson, Wind Gap, and all areas between.
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Northampton District Home Page on Council Website:
https://minsitrails.org/northampton-district/

Northampton District Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/NorthamptonDistrict/

Trail to Eagle Resources:
https://minsitrails.org/the-trail-to-eagle-resources/

Northampton District school policies (for recruiting Scouts):
https://minsitrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/School-policies.docx

Cub Scout Go and See Guide for Packs, Dens, & Families:

Current district newsletter (permalink):
http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/current_newsletter.php

District newsletter archive (permalink):
http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/newsletter_archive.htm

Minsi Trails Council Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/minsitrailsbsa

NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT LINKS

https://minsitrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Go-and-See-Guide-2024-V | .pdf

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP*: 2025 NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT & OTHER ACTIVITIES

MARCH 18 - Council Membership Task Force

MARCH 22 - NRA RSO (Range Safety Officer) Training Camp Minsi
APRIL 2 - Northampton District Committee meeting

APRIL 5 - Marksmanship Madness Qualifier Rifle Shooting

APRILS - Trade-O-Ree - Scout Patch Collecting & Memorabilia Show 2025
APRIL 8 - Northampton Commissioner Meeting

APRIL 9 - Northampton District Roundtable

APRIL 12 - Camp Minsi Female Summit

APRIL 25 - Lehigh Valley Service Area Spring Camporee

MAY 5 - 2025 Council Recognition Dinner & Eagle Scout Court of Honor
MAY 7 - Northampton District Committee meeting

MAY 9 - Intro to Outdoor Leadership Skills (IOLS) & BALOO Training
MAY 10 - Council Pinewood Derby Race

MAY 13 - Northampton Commissioner Meeting

MAY 14 - Northampton District Roundtable

MAY 16 to 18 - Beaver Day Weekend at Camp Minsi

MAY 18 - Wilderness First Aid Course

MAY 21 - Northampton District Picnic at Louise Moore Park, 6 PM (please bring a dish to share)
MAY 30 TO JUNE 1 - OA Order of the Arrow - Spring Weekend 2025

*dates are tentative, check council calendar to verify
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Northampton District Roundtable - Northampton Community College
February 12, 2025

M
W’ Incident Reporting
85

What is an incidem?

Pack 33 Crossover
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Legend of the Yeti! [Klondike/Arctic Adventure]- Camp Minsi
February 22 2025
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NOTES FROM THE DISTRICT CHAIR

Hello fellow Northampton District Scouters,

| want to make sure you all are aware of our upcoming District Awards Recognition Picnic, hap-
pening on Wednesday, May 21st, at 6 PM at Louise Moore Park. We'll be grilling hotdogs and
sausages, and we kindly ask you to bring a dish to share. You can find the sign-up link on our
webpage.

The highlight of the evening will be recognizing the adult leaders who make your Unit and our
District work. On the Northampton District webpage, accessible through the Minsi Trails Council
website, you’ll find a list of awards for which adult leaders can be nominated—both at the unit
level and district level.

While none of our leaders are in Scouting for the recognition, many are truly deserving of it. |
encourage you to take a moment to nominate someone from your unit who deserves acknowl-
edgment. Please send your nomination to Drew Draper or me (email addresses are on the form)
for review. Then, | invite you to join us at the picnic to show your support as these leaders are
honored.

Thank you very much for everything that you do to continue to help the youth in Northampton
District. Hope to see you at our picnic!

Yours in scouting,

Mike Caffrey
Northampton District Chair
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Membership News

BeAScout Pin

Units, please review your BeAScout pin to make sure that the information is up to date. Verify contact
information, meeting location, day, and times that you meet. Make sure that your pin is turned on.

BeAScout Leads

Units when you receive an email through BeAScout please reach out to the family and address any
questions they may have. Invite them to a meeting so they can see your unit at work and meet the
Scouts and leaders. We ask that you make a note on the invitation to let us know that the family has
been contacted and the results of the contact. These leads are an excellent opportunity to grow your
unit.

Northampton District/National Award

Let’s recognize our volunteers! Northampton District recognizes all our volunteers and the time and
effort they put into growing Scouting. We ask that you review all the potential opportunities to thank
your volunteers by submitting them for the many awards available. Information about the awards is
available on the Northampton District page in the Minsi Trails Council website (https://minsitrails.
org/northampton-district/). Please submit the completed application to Mike Caffery at mike-
ceel062@yahoo.com or Drew Draper at acdraper31@gmail.com.

Northampton District Annual Awards Picnic

Come join us on Wednesday, May 215t at Louise Moore Park as we celebrate all our volunteers. It is an
opportunity to meet our district committee and enjoy dinner. Sign up on the Minsi Trails council web-
site. We ask that you bring a covered dish to share with our families. We look forward to seeing you.

Recruiting

Are you planning a recruiting event? If so, let us know. We can provide flyers, Facebook posts, and so
on. Please contact Patti Davis at davispr91@outlook.com.

Trash For Cash with the Iron Pigs

It’s that time of year again! Baseball season is right around the corner. Minsi Trails Council is again
partnering with the Iron Pigs with Trash for Cash! There have been a few changes to the program; the
major change is that there only need to be 4 Scouts, instead of 6 from last year to participate in the
program.

The program is available for Packs and Troops. Remaining dates are first come, first served.
Iron Pigs Trash for Cash, Coca-Cola Park, 1050 Ironpigs Way, Allentown, PA 18109

Your unit earns $75 and 8 free tickets to a future Iron Pigs game. Scout units provide four Scouts and
two adults for an Iron Pigs home game at Coca-Cola Park in Allentown. The Scouts will pass trash bags
among the rows to collect trash. Scouts will collect trash in between innings, from the game start to
the beginning of the seventh inning. Your group will enter the stadium 30 minutes prior to the game
using the Club Entrance. You will receive contact information after signing up and you will be provided
further instructions upon arrival.

A list of all home game dates follows. Please contact John Yackabonis (John.Yackabonis@scouting.
org) regarding dates your unit is interested in. Go get’em!

Patti Davis
Northampton District Membership Chair
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2025 Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs Trash for Cash Available Dates*

*as of publication (All home games are listed. Weather permitting. First come, first serve for signups)

March 28th
March 29th
March 30th
April 8th
April 9th
April 10th
April 11th
April 12th
April 13th
April 22nd
April 23rd
April 24th
April 25th
April 26th
April 27th
May 6th
May 7th
May 8th
May 9th
May 10th
May 11th
May 20nd
May 21st
May 22nd
May 23rd
May 24th
May 25th
June 10th
June 11th
June 12th
June 13th
June 14th
June 15th
June 17th
June 18th
June 19th
June 20th
June 21st
June 22nd

Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

6:05 PM
4:35 PM
1:35 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
1:35 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
1:35 PM
11:00 AM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
1:35 PM
11:00 AM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
6:35 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
1:35 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
1:35 PM

July 1st

July 2nd

July 3rd

July 18th

July 19th

July 20th

July 22nd

July 23rd

July 24th

July 25th

July 26th

July 27th
August 5th
August 6th
August 7th
August 8th
August 9th
August 10th
August 19th
August 20th
August 21st
August 22nd
August 23rd
August 24th
September 2nd
September 3rd
September 4th
September 5th
September 6th
September 7th
September 16th
September 17th
September 18th
September 19th
September 20th
September 21st

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

7:05 PM
7:05 PM
7:05 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
1:35 PM
12:05 PM
7:05 PM
7:05 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
1:35 PM
7:05 PM
6:45 PM
7:05 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
1:35 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
1:35 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
1:35 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
6:45 PM
7:05 PM
6:35 PM
1:05 PM



MARCH 2025 Northampton District Newsbrief
-8-

Northampton County District February 2025 Eagle Scouts

Our young men and women work through the ranks in Scouting with busy schedules-sports, school, church,
and more. These scouts still found time to complete all the requirements and achieve their goal of becoming
an Eagle Scout. All our Eagle Scouts will set the bar higher as they continue in their life. We wish them all the
best in their future.

Jim Daley, Northampton District Advancement Chair and Eagle Chair

2/3/2025 Benjamin C. Troop 29
2/10/2025 Simon H. Troop 317
2/24/2025 Justin P. Troop 359

RECOGNITION DINNER

VAT 20 H, 2025
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2025 Northampton district Roundtable Schedule
J. Swain, 1/15/2025
Roundtables are typically scheduled for the second Wednesday of each month.
All will be at Northampton Community College, Main Campus, unless otherwise noted.
o January 30 - Recruiting
o February 19 - New leader training & Incident Reporting
o March 12 - High adventure trips
o April9 - Summer camp prep
o May 14* - Canoeing/ aquatic activities
o June 11 - Volunteer recognition & Recruiting
o July 9-Trail hiking / biking
o August 13 - Dutch oven cooking competition
o September 10 - Recruiting / bring a friend (ice cream social)
o October 8 - Recharter / Trail to Eagle
o November 12 - Winter camping
o December 10 - Renewal/ holiday celebration

* - This date conflicts with the Scouting America’s National Meeting, and may change.
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What Wood Badge Did for Me

| took Wood Badge in 2012 as an Assistant Scoutmaster who expected to become
Committee Chair within the next year. Although what | learned in Wood Badge
! would have helped me whatever my Scouting position was (as well as in the rest
4 of my life), when | became Committee Chair, | really used those lessons frequent-
| ly! As with all of my experiences as a Scout Leader though, | wish that | had taken
Wood Badge even earlier. It would have helped me understand sooner and place
what | saw in a better context if | had known the lessons of Wood Badge earli-
er. The Wood Badge course also reemphasized for me why Scout Leaders are so
important. It isn’t just about a single outing, a single year or even a single Scout; as
a Scout Leader we have a golden opportunity to teach lessons in leadership that
will benefit the youth long after their time in Scouting.

One of the many lessons that really helped me, was a better under-
standing of the Scouting program as a whole and how the different
parts of the program relate to and build on each other. Through Wood
Badge, it became apparent to me how and why the Scouts’ level of
responsibility grows from Cubs to Scouts BSA and then to Venturing
Scouts. It also helped me see the apparent chaos of a Scout meeting for
what it is — the opportunity for scouts to learn how to lead and for them to practice those lessons.
The understanding that Scouts may fail when they try to lead each other, but that they can learn
from that and become much better leaders through that practice made so much more sense to me
after going through Wood Badge.

| As Committee Chair, | relied on a few lessons from Wood Badge—Lis-
F 4 tening to Learn and Managing Conflict. While these lessons were useful

when working with Scouts, they were particularly helpful when talking
with other Scout Leaders and Parents. They helped me to understand

: the conflicts that arise with different people and how we can work

together to manage those conflicts to get to a better future for all concerned. Those lessons were
also very useful in my working life with my colleagues, supervisors and people | was responsible to
supervise. While the lessons taught in Wood Badge are given in a Scouting context, those princi-
ples can also be used in the rest of our lives.

Finally, many of the people who were also participants in my course in 2012 have become and
remained great friends, which has benefitted me long after the course ended. Taking Wood Badge
was really a gift to myself that keeps giving, to this very day.

Bill Bartlett is a Northampton District Unit Commissioner and will be Assistant Scoutmas-
ter for Logistics for Minsi Trails Council’s 2025 Wood Badge course.
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National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT)

NYLT will be held May 2-4, 9-11, 2025 at Camp Minsi, Pocono Summit,
PA. This is a training designed for youth in Venturing, Sea Scouts, and
Scouts,BSA.

Register today! https://scoutingevent.com/502-2025NYLT

The fees are as follows:

Minsi Trails Scouts: $360 if paid before April 4, 2025, $460 paid after April
4,2025

Out of Council: $460 if paid before April 4, 2025, $560 paid after April 4,
2025

Minsi Trails’ Wood Badge
Registration is open!

http://www.minsitrailswoodbadge.org/
register.php

Fee: $395:; $295 for Minsi Trails
registered leaders after $100
Wood Badge Fund scholarship.

September 19-21, 2025
and
October 18-19, 2025
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CAMP MIN S/

Femuale Sumumist,

_an22s-an3zs

4

Troop and individual
signup available
Bring a friend

Rising ACLs welcome
SPENC TIME IN BEAUTIFUL

SURRCUNBINGS AT CAMP MINSI. | .
EXPLORE NEW ABVENTURES! Build scout skills

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFO COMING SOON
QUESTIONS: FEMALESUMMIT@MINSITRAILS.ORG

Round table discussions
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The Takne Corner

Allentown Trade-O-Ree

Boy Scout Memorabilia — Buy / Sell / Trade / Browse

Table set-up begins at 7:30 AM. Doors open to the public at 8:00 AM. Witauchsoman Lodge #44
and Unami Lodge #1 will be selling their patches and OA merchandise. Food and Refreshments
will be available for purchase. Wi-Fi Internet access available. Admission: $2.00 per person.
Youth under 18 free.

OA Lodge Spring Weekend

May 30 - June 1, 2025 at Camp Minsi. Registration closes Friday, May 23, 2025.

SCOUTING'S NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
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g Allentown Trade-O-Ree
24th Anny Scouting Memorabilia Show

www.AllentownTOR.com

Hosted by: Witauchsoman Lodge #44
& Minsi Trails Heritage Collection Committee

Saturday — April §, 2025
Open 8:00 a.m to 3:00 p.m.

Convenient from 1-78, PA Turnpike-NE Extension (I-476), LVI Airport, Rt. 22
Location: Jordan Lutheran Church, 5103 Snowdrift Rd., Orefield, PA 18069

Scouting Memorabilia — Buy / Sell / Trade / Browse

75+ Tables (8 ft.) available for $25.00 each. (Max. of 4 tables may be purchased)
Table set-up begins at 7:30 a.m. Doors open to the public at 8:00 a.m.
Witauchsoman Lodge #44 will be selling their patches and OA merchandise
Food and Refreshments will be available for purchase

Wi-Fi Internet access available

Admission: $2.00 per person. Youth under 18 free. (You do not need to purchase a table to attend)

For more information: Mike Best or Scott Best at 610-767-6079 or tradeoree@allentowntor.com

TO PURCHASE TABLE(S):

e All table purchases must be done online at www.AllentownTOR.com
e Online table purchase system will close when tables are sold out

Hotel Information:
e Comfort Inn, 7625 Imperial Way, Allentown, PA 18106, Call 610-391-0344
e ParkView Inn, 1151 Bulldog Drive, Allentown, PA 18104, Call 610-395-3731

Directions:

® From I-78 East, take Exit 51 to Rt. 22 East and proceed 2.4 miles. Take Exit to Rt. 309 North and
proceed 1.5 miles. Turn left onto Snowdrift Rd. and proceed % mile.

® From I-78 West, take Exit 53 to Rt. 309 North and proceed 3.3 miles. Turn left onto Snowdrift Rd. and
proceed %4 mile.

® From PA Turnpike-Northeast Extension (I-476), take Exit 56 (Lehigh Valley). After tollbooth, bear
right to Rt. 22 East and proceed 0.8 miles. Take Exit to Rt. 309 North and proceed 1.5 miles. Turn left
onto Snowdrift Rd. and proceed "4 mile.

® From Lehigh Valley International Airport (ABE), turn right onto Airport Rd. and proceed 0.2 miles.
Take Exit to Rt. 22 West and proceed 7.0 miles. Take Exit to Rt. 309 North and proceed 1.5 miles. Turn
left onto Snowdrift Rd. and proceed /4 mile.

® From Rt. 22 in Allentown, PA, take Exit to Rt. 309 North and proceed 1.5 miles. Turn left onto
Snowdrift Rd. and proceed Y4 mile.
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A Fun=Filled, Active, Weekend
For Scouts BSA & Girl Scouts
Hawk Mountain &

Minst Trails Councils

Clj/_;/

------------------------- Activity Stations

i WHO’S INVITED T Registration information
| V' Catholic-sponsored Troops & Crews | will be posted on the

| v Individual Catholic Scouts BSA, Girl | Allentown Diocese

i Scouts, Crews, Sea Scouts i Catholic. Committ.ee on

| v' Troops can bring their Webelos Il for ! Scouting Website:

| Saturday activities ! www.adccos.org
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