
Northampton District
MINSI TRAILS COUNCIL, BSA

NEWSLETTER... 

The Northampton District is a geographical area located in Northampton county which serves the youth of Bethlehem, Bangor, Chapman, Easton, 
Freemansburg, Glendon, Hellertown, Nazareth, North Catasauqua, Northampton, Pen Argyl, Portland, Roseto, Stockertown, Tatamy, Walnutport, 
West Easton, Wilson, Wind Gap, and all areas between.
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NOVEMBER 2022 Northampton District Newsletter

 Although it seems like the end of  the year is rapidly approaching and there’s still a lot to do, we should pause 
and be thankful for the things we have! Whether it’s volunteers who are always there or scouts who are 
stepping up, we have a lot to be grateful for. 
 Thanks to everyone who has submitted articles or photos for the District newsletter to share with the 
district. Please continue sharing as we offer ideas for others.

2022 DATES
Roundtable 7:00pm 			   on hiatus
OA Chapter 7:00pm 			  2nd Wednesday
District Committee 7:00pm		  1st Wednesday 
Eagle Board & Project Review 		  [as needed]
District Commissioners 		   3rd Wednesday

OA Family Banquet			   January 8 [13]
Icefest				    January 15 [TBA]
Council Recognition Dinner		  January 28 [10]
Scout Sunday			   February 6 (or 13)
Klondike Derby	  		  February 26 [3]
District Pinewood Derby		  March 19 [9]
ND Adult Leader Recognition Reception	 April 13 [TBA}
National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT)	April 22-24 & April 29-May 1 [4]
Trexler SR Beaver Weekend 		  May 6-8 [3]
Pushmobile Derby			   May 14 [TBA]
Bike Rodeo Recruiting Event		  May 15 [19]
Camp Minsi Beaver Weekend		  May 20-22 [2]
Spring OA Weekend			   June 3-5 [3]
OA - Section NE-5 Conclave  		  June 10-12 [12]
Trail to Town Camporee		  June 17-19 [TBA]
District Day Camp			   July 18-22 [canceled]
Council Fishing Derby 		  July 24 [3]
Wood Badge weekend 1 of 2		  August 12-14 [4]
Fall OA Weekend			   September 9-11 [2]
Wood Badge weekend 2 of 2		  September 17-18 [4]
University of Scouting		  September 24 [11]
Cub Fall Family Weekend		  October 1 [3]
OA OctoberFest Weekend		  October 7-9 [3]
District Cub Fall Event		  October 22 [TBA]
Scouting for Food			   November 5 and 12
District Recharter Day		  December 10 [9]	

MEETING LOCATION KEY
Currently meetings are online (link sent via email or posted on 
calendar)

[1] Minsi Trails Council Office
[2] Camp Minsi
[3] Trexler Scout Reservation
[4] Akelaland
[5] Settler’s Camp
[6] Louise Moore Park, 151 Country Club Rd, Easton, PA 18045
[7] Jordan Lutheran Church, 5103 Snowdrift Rd, Orefield, PA
[8] Northampton Community College
[9] Wind Gap Fire Company Social Hall, 111 North Broadway, Wind 
Gap
[10] East Hills Moravian Church, 1830 Butztown Rd, Bethlehem
[12] Camp Roosevelt, Elmer, NJ  
[13] Stroudsmoor Inn, Stroudsburg, PA 18360   
[19] East Hills Middle School, Bethlehem

GIVING THANKS!!

NOTICE: If you have a question regarding any date or activity, please 
contact the respective Chair listed on the District Committee Page.

PLEASE NOTE: All dates and locations are tentative and should be 
confirmed online or at registration.
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IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP: 2022 NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

NOVEMBER 2 - Northampton District Committee meeting
NOVEMBER 5 - Scouting for Food (drop off day)
NOVEMBER 6 - 2022 Wood Badge Reunion Dinner
NOVEMBER 9 - Council-wide Roundtable on Recharter (in-person and virtual/hybrid). See below.
NOVEMBER 12 - Scouting for Food (food pick-up day)
DECEMBER 10 - Northampton District Recharter Day, Wind Gap Fire Hall, 111 North Broadway, Wind Gap

NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT LINKS
Northampton District Home Page on Council Website:

http://www.minsitrails.org/districts/northampton-district/60269

Trail to Eagle Resources:
http://www.minsitrails.org/eagle-rank/trail-to-eagle-resources/60185

Current district newsletter (permalink):
http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/current_newsletter.php

District newsletter archive (permalink): 
     http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/newsletter_archive.htm

	 Cub Scout Go and See Guide for Packs, Dens, & Families: 
	      http://www.minsitrails.org/document/cubscoutgoandseeguidecouncil2021q3/207571

Northampton District Facebook page: 
     https://www.facebook.com/NorthamptonDistrict/

Minsi Trails Council Facebook page: 
     https://www.facebook.com/minsitrailsbsa

Council-Wide Recharter Training LIVE and ZOOM - November 9, 2022, 7pm
No Registration needed.  ALL ARE WELCOME! There will bebreakouts based on novice vs experienced charter 
completers.  There will also be breakouts by district—hosted by districts at their LIVE locations with a ZOOM 
breakout room associated. 

This is the ANNUAL RE-CHARTERING training for ALL Units - please make sure one (or more) leaders from your 
unit attends this session to hear What’s New with Re-chartering, What’s Easier, and What’s the Most Important 
Thing to do!

The meeting will be recorded, and the recording posted for further reference, on the minsitrails.org Resources 
page under Unit Re-Chartering Process. There’s more information, including the online Zoom link at http://www.
minsitrails.org/event/2941610
This meeting will also be followed up with Online Virtual Hours at 8:30 PM most evenings for unit leaders to join 
and ask their questions. Look for ReCharter Virtual Office Hours on the MTC Calendar on nights between 11/18 
and 12/7 for the link. (We will NOT have hours Thanksgiving Eve, Thanksgiving Day, or Thanksgiving Friday.) Join us 
on one of the evenings to take care of those details before your re-charter day!

Minsi Trails Council Charter Renewal Resources are available www.minsitrails.org/charterrenewal



NOVEMBER 2022 Northampton District Newsletter
-3-

In Northampton District
Takhone (Northampton District) OA Chapter - Valley Fruits & Veggies Corn Maze, 
Bethlehem PA 
October 22, 2022

Pack 359 Halloween Pack meeting Randy Stonesifer presents Sam Phillips with the 
Unit Leader Award of Merit at Troop 302
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Membership News
Recharter News

As we begin the fall season, we start the re-chartering process. We recommend that you begin reviewing your current 
charter now. Following are some steps to begin the process and to be prepared:
The Unit Key 3 (Cubmaster/Scoutmaster/Crew Advisor, Committee Chair, and Chartered Organization Representative) 
can review all registered adult leaders’ clearances (except PA15) and training status on my.scouting.org
1.	 All adults must have current Youth Protection Training (YPT) that does not expire prior to 3/31/2023.
2.	 PA15 clearances - Per PA law, all existing volunteers must secure their new clearances prior to the earliest expira-

tion date to continue their volunteer roles. These clearances are good for 5 years. The clearances include PA Child 
Abuse History clearance; PA State Police Criminal Record; and either FBI Criminal History Background Check (PA 
resident less than 10 years) or Council PA resident volunteer waiver (PA resident 10+ years). Information regard-
ing these clearances can be found on the Minsi Trails website under resources (http://www.minsitrails.org/
resources/pa-act-15-clearances/68084) or the PA website https://www.dhs.pa.gov/keepkidssafe/. We recom-
mend that clearances that expire prior to 3/31/2023 be updated. Remember each unit is required to maintain a 
copy of these clearances as well as provide a copy to council (no photos please).

3.	 Verify that all adults have completed their position training requirements. Information regarding what is required 
can be found on the Minsi Trails website under training/basic leader (http://www.minsitrails.org/training/
basic-leader-training/60391). We suggest that if adults complete online training they print a copy of the certifi-
cate. In the event the system glitches we will have a paper record and council will be able to update them manu-
ally.

4.	 Compare your 2022 charter with your current youth/adult roster. Make sure that addresses, phone numbers, and 
emails are current.

Taking these steps will minimize the time required to complete your 2023 charter. It may also alleviate the need for 
correcting errors come January.

Northampton District Recharter Day
Northampton District will hold its recharter event on Saturday, December 10, 2022 from 8 am to 2:30 pm. It will be 
at the Wind Gap Fire Hall, 111 N. Broadway, Wind Gap. Units are asked to sign up for a time slot at: https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/10C094CAAAC2BA5FACE9-recharter. 

Council will be sending out an email to all Key 3 (CM/SM/CC/COR) unit leaders regarding recharter the end of 
October containing information about the recharter process. 

Council has set up a database for all adult PA clearances. To access it go to Minsi Trails Council website under charter 
renewal/Northampton (http://www.minsitrails.org/document/northamptondistrictclearanceswo93022/210309). 
The report is sorted by unit number. If an adult’s PA clearances are expired, per the report, you will need to bring 
a copy of their clearances at recharter. Note if an adult is listed multiple times, it is because he/she holds multiple 
positions in Scouting (ASM/MB, etc.); it is not an error.

There are some updates to the internet recharter system this year. Two of note are: 

1.	 You will be able to print a draft copy of your charter prior to submission. 

2.	 The system will not allow you to submit your charter if any adult YPT is expired.

Journey to Excellence form can be found at: https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/tracking-
workbooks/. This needs to be submitted along with your charter.

Charter Organization Agreement can be found at: https://pdscouting.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/
uploads/2022/09/Annual-Charter-Agreement-Charter-Organizations_Short-Version_8.26.2022.pdf. This needs to 
be completed and signed by your Institutional Head and turned in with your charter.

Northampton District Award information can be found on the Minsi Trails website under District/Northampton 
(http://www.minsitrails.org/districts/northampton-district/60269). We ask that each unit review the awards. 
Please nominate a candidate from your unit for the Scout Spirit Award and turn it in along with your charter.
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Membership News

Council-wide Roundtable—Recharter
Council will be holding a recharting roundtable on Wednesday, November 9, 2022 at Northampton Community College. Details 
to follow.

Charter Fee Increase
National has increased fees effective August 1, 2022. The fee for all chartered youth is $75. Registered adults are $45. New Scout 
joining fee is $25 in addition to the charter fee. Unit charter fee is $100. Scout Life is $15 per subscription.

New Applications
Units we ask that you turn in all new applications you have for both adults and youths. Remember that although you have the 
application in hand, until it is submitted to Council for processing the youth is not registered or insured with BSA. Youth cannot 
earn requirements, nor are they registered on Internet Advancement.

Recruiting
During the summer, Council has been meeting with some of our Northampton County school districts. Below is a list 
of the districts and their recruiting policies for the 2022-2023 school year.
Bangor School District: Units can set up for Open House and bring paper flyer. You can also provide the schools with 
electronic flyers for recruiting events. The district recommends using electronic flyers as they get a better response. 
They also agreed to post electronic flyers on their website community page. You can contact the individual schools in 
your area directly and work with them to coordinate efforts. 
Nazareth School District: Units can set up for Open House and bring paper flyer. You can also provide the schools 
with electronic flyers for recruiting events. The district recommends using electronic flyers as they get a better 
response. You can contact the individual schools in your area directly and work with them to coordinate efforts. They 
also agreed to post electronic flyers on their website community page. 
Northampton School District: Units can set up for Open House and bring paper flyer. You can also provide the schools 
with electronic flyers for recruiting events. The district recommends using electronic flyers as they get a better 
response. You can contact the individual schools in your area directly and work with them to coordinate efforts. They 
also agreed to post electronic flyers on their website community page. 
Saucon Valley School District: Units can set up for Open House and bring paper flyers. You can also send in paper fly-
ers for recruiting events to be distributed to students. Note: The district does not have an electronic system for flyers. 
The district is also allowing Council to do Scout Talks.
Bethlehem School District: We have only been approved for one generic e-flyer to be distributed. Council has 
designed one that includes all Packs within BASD. 
Easton Area School District: We have only been approved to provide a maximum of two flyers per school year. A 
request to distribute flyers must be submitted in writing to the Department of Teaching and Learning K-5 or 6-12, at 
least two weeks prior to distribution date. A sample flyer must accompany the request in both English and Spanish. 
Flyers will not be distributed the first two weeks of school or after Memorial Day.
Pen Argyl: We are allowed to place electronic flyers in the schools.
Wilson: We can place electronic flyers in the schools. Awaiting status on Scout Talks.
Council will be happy to work with you to produce flyers and/or postcards for your events. Remember to check out 
National’s website for flyer templates (https://scouting.webdamdb.com/). When sending flyer information please 
make sure that you include the day, date, times, and location (address) of your event and contact information (name, 
email/phone). Information can be sent to either Mike Borgman at mike.borgman@scouting.org or Brennan Maleno-
vitch at brennan.malenovitch@scouting.org.
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Membership News
Think outside the Box for recruiting

WFMZ has a free community calendar where you can post your flyers. Also, consider the Nextdoor neighborhood app 
for recruiting. Check out the BASD channel on cable or online, which also posts flyers for community events. We can 
post on the District Facebook page—just provide us with the details of your event. Ask your Scout families to spread 
the word as well. Check your town’s community centers to see if they will let you post a flyer. If you have other sites, 
please contact Patti Davis at davispr91@outlook.com and we will be happy to share them with the rest of the district. 
The more locations we can place information about our program, the better.

Recruiting Ideas 
Looking for something different for your next recruiting event? Here are some locations to consider:

SkyZone, North Summit Climbing Wall, Putt U, AG Hall—train shows, card shows, bowling, pop up events at school 
as kids enter, and so on. Bike Rally—Units interested in holding a bike rally event please contact LV CAT (Lehigh 
Valley Coalition for Appropriate Transportation) at CAT@LVCAT.org; phone: 610-954-5744. Don’t forget to 
reach out to families who left over the past year to see if they are ready to jump back in to Scouting.

BARF or “Bring A Random Friend”
 Have you heard Council has a cool patch available to any Scout that “Brings A Random Friend” or 
BARF to a unit meeting and that “random friend” joins, both will receive a patch. See the form at 
the end of Membership News.
BeAScout Pins

We have been receiving a lot of interest from families considering scouting for their children. Units should be receiving 
emails advising them of leads and/or applications for their units. Please reach out to these families and answer their 
questions. Council is also sending you reminders as well. We ask that once you reach out you go onto my.scouting.org 
and provide an update. If you have any questions please feel free to contact either Patti Davis at davispr91@outlook.
com or Mike Borgman at mike.borgman@scouting.org and we will be happy to help. Each lead could be a potential 
new scout family to your unit.

Cub Pack Go & See Guide
Packs, as you are planning your calendar for this year, don’t forget to check out the Cub Pack Go & See Guide. It can be 
found on the Minsi Trails website under Northampton District (http://www.minsitrails.org/document/cubscoutgo-
andseeguidecouncil2021q3/207571). It has lots of opportunities for outings where Cub Scouts can earn adventures or 
electives based on rank.

Camping Information
Camp Minsi Fall/Winter Schedule

The BSA Unit Weekend Camping/Facility Rentals reservation system can be found here http://www.minsitrails.org/
weekend-camping/weekend-reservations/60702
•	 All reservations MUST be made online, NOT over the phone. 
•	 The online reservation system opens on Friday August 19, 2022, at 9 AM promptly for the September 9, 2022 

through June 9, 2023 weekend camping period. Due to summer camp operation, the possibility exists that a camp 
may be unavailable between June through August.

•	 Reservations that are made are only temporary and become official once payment is received and applied at Minsi 
Trails Council. Review receipt for payment instructions.

•	 Certain camps, facilities, and/or rentals may not be available on certain dates due to Order of Arrow, Special 
Events, District training, or Minsi Trails Council programs.

•	 There is NO waiting list for rentals. Please check back into the system for openings throughout the year.
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•	 ALL CAMPS WILL BE CLOSED THE FOLLOWING DATES FOR THE HOLIDAYS OR BREAKS
September 2 - September 4, 2022 (Labor Day Weekend)
November 24 - November 27, 2022 (Thanksgiving)
December 2 - December 12, 2022 (Hunting Season Lock Down)
December 23, 2022 - January 1, 2023 (Holiday Break)
April 7 - April 9, 2023 (Easter Holiday)
May 26 - May 29, 2023 (Memorial Weekend)

•	•	 Rental invoices need to be paid and received at the Minsi Trails Council office within 10 days of the invoiced Rental invoices need to be paid and received at the Minsi Trails Council office within 10 days of the invoiced 
date, otherwise the rental will be deleted.date, otherwise the rental will be deleted. The mailing address will be listed on the invoice. All checks should be 
made out to Minsi Trials Council. 

•	 The possibility exists, where an asset appears to not be available within minutes of the system opening - a regis-
tration may have already been secured by another group. 

•	 Google Chrome works best. If the registration site is down or not functioning properly, please clear your brows-
er’s history and refresh the page. If this does not solve the problem, call the Council Camp Help Desk at 610-465-
8568 or email Bonnie Keller at Bonnie.Keller@scouting.org.

Summer Camp Registration 2023
We have just wrapped up our planning for 2023 and we are very pleased to announce that all three camps will once 
again operate for the summer of 2023. Our camp directors will all be back, and they are already busy working on 
plans for another memorable summer. The council online registration system opened on Friday, August 19 for units 
to reserve a spot for 2023 at one of our three great camps. All camps will operate on a 5 week plan like this past year 
and Camp Minsi will offer a sixth week of specialty offerings. The weeks for 2023 are as follows:

Week 1: June 25 – July 1
Week 2: July 2 – July 8
Week 3: July 9 – July 15
Week 4: July 16 – July 22
Week 5: July 23 – July 29
Week 6: (Camp Minsi Specialty Week): July 30 – August 5

As most of you know, 2023 will be the last year we operate Trexler Scout Reservation so I hope you will consider join-
ing us for one last visit!  Plans for operating Camp Minsi as a resident camp simultaneously for both Scouts BSA and 
Cub Scouts starting in 2024 are moving forward and you will start to see progress on many projects in the coming 
year.  A long-term view of the plan for improvements and new program offerings at Camp Minsi will be shared later 
this fall.
Reserve your spot for 2023 today!  https://www.minsitrails.org/summer-camps/

Merit Badge Counselor Lists
Troops: effective September 1, 2022, National will manage all merit badge lists. The list will only be available via 
Scoutbook. Merit Badge counselors must maintain their Youth Protection Training to stay on the list. We do not rec-
ommend that you print the list, in the event a counselor’s YPT expires. 

Volunteer Opportunities
Unit Commissioners 

We are looking for adult volunteers to be Unit Commissioners. Unit Commissioners are the liaisons between the unit 
and the district (and council). If you are looking to help Scouting beyond the unit level and want to put your experi-
ence to good use and/or would like more information, please contact District Commissioner Eily Leicht at eilydcbsa@
gmail.com or 610-442-4973. 
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Scout Shop
Look for the announcement about the Scout Shop following Membership News.

Pinewood Derby Cars 
We are pleased to announce that Kelly Auto will be sponsoring this year’s Pinewood Derby. They have graciously donated 
Pinewood Derby car kits for each Cub Scout in our Council.

Pinewood Derby instructions can be found on the Minsi Trails Website under district/Northampton. The rules for this year’s race 
have been changed so we strongly suggest that you read through them and advise your Scouts of the changes. Watch for email 
regarding when you can pick up car kits for your unit. Please note you will be given car kits based on the number of scouts on 
your current charter. If you have not turned in youth applications, please do so now. 

Save the Date!! The Northampton District Pinewood Derby is scheduled for Saturday, March 18, 2023. We will advise you of 
details as they become available.

Membership News

Patti Davis 
Northampton District Membership Chair

Two T’s Mini Golf Outing 
October 7, 2022
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Protect Yourself Rules Videos 
Replace Cyber Chip

You may have heard that the Cyber Chip is no longer a rank requirement for 
any ranks. Instead, Cub Scouts should watch the Protect Yourself Rules video 
for their grade.

These videos are part of the Protect Yourself Rules preview adventure that 
was released a few years ago. A Scout only needs to watch the video to meet 
the requirement for their rank--they don't have to complete the entire 
adventure.

However, if a Scout does complete the adventure, they will have met the 
rank requirement portion.

The change was announced via a Facebook Live. You can learn more about 
the rationale behind the change by watching the video.

The change will be in the next printing of the Cub Scout handbooks.

From Cub Scout Ideas (https://cubscoutideas.com/)



NOVEMBER 2022 Northampton District Newsletter
-10-

    

Gree�ngs,

The Minsi Trails Council Scout Shop will be transi�oning from a Na�onal BSA owned/operated Scout Shop
to a Minsi Trails Council locally owned/operated Scout Shop. This move will ensure the Minsi Trails Council
service center and Scout Shop remain together in any future loca�on.  We will offer an expanded shopping
experience that will keep the availability of the BSA Na�onal supply items, along with Minsi Trails specific
items (Council Camp & OA clothing, hats, patches, and more).   Moreover, greater flexibility with family
evening hours during peak �mes will be available.  

In addi�on, our Service Center will become a more efficient shopping experience.  What was only offered
Monday thru Friday at the Council front help desk will now be available during weekday and Saturday
hours within the Scout Shop.   All your Scou�ng transac�ons in one place.

On Monday November 14, 2022, Minsi Trails will begin the transi�on and the 991 Postal Road Scout Shop
will be temporarily closed.  We hope to reopen as quickly as possible.  Please begin to plan accordingly.  

In this transi�on, the Minsi Trails Council team has worked with surrounding BSA Scout Shops.  They are
ready to help Minsi Trails Scouts, Families and Units.

1. Minsi Trails Council Scout Shop, 991 Postal Road, will remain open from now un�l 2 pm Saturday,
November 12, 2022, under regular days/hours - www.minsitrails.org/scoutshop

1. All current products are available for purchase.
2. In-house Minsi Trails Unit custodial accounts will remain available.

2. Beginning on Monday November 14, 2022, the Scout Shop at 991 Postal Road will be temporarily
closed.  Review the a�ached Temporary Shopping Guide to locate surrounding Scout Shops or use
the online Na�onal BSA store. Each Scout Shop is prepared to assist MTC Scouts, Families, and Units.
Hours of opera�on, available products, shipping, addresses and phone #’s are listed.

1. In-house Minsi Trails Unit custodial accounts cannot be used elsewhere.

3. The Scout Shop at 991 Postal Road will remain temporarily closed through December with a hard
opening in mid-January.

A separate Q & A is available at www.minsitrails.org/scoutshop  and we will con�nue to add ques�ons as
they arise. 

If you have any ques�ons, feel free to contact me at paul.oswald@scou�ng.org

Thank you for your understanding at this �me. 

Paul Oswald ASE for Finance & Administra�on

Scout Shop Announcement
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Will temporarily  close beginning   

Monday, November 14, 2022 

Options during 
the  

temporary  
period.  

National Supply 
www.scoutstuff.com 

Online 24 / 7 
Shipping Available  
• Uniforms 
• Apparel 
• Insignia 
• Camping 
• Crafts 
• Gifts 

Washington Crossing 
Council Scout Shop 

1 Scout Way 
Doylestown, PA  

18901 
(215) 348-7205 x333 
M-Th    10am-6pm 

Fri    10am-3pm 
Open Select Saturdays 

Shipping Available  
• Uniforms 
• Advancements 
• Apparel 
• Insignia 
• Handbooks 
• Literature 
• Gifts 

Hawk Mountain  
Council Scout Shop 
5025 Pottsville Pike 

Reading, PA  
19605 

(610) 926-3406 
M-W-Th-F  10am-5pm 

Tue   10am-7pm 
Shipping Available  
• Uniforms 
• Advancements 
• Apparel 
• Insignia 
• Crafts 
• Handbooks 
• Literature 
• Gifts 

NEPA Council  
Scout Shop 

72 Montage Mtn. Rd. 
Moosic, PA  

18507 
(570) 207-1232 x222 

M-W-Th-F    10am-5pm 
Tue    10am-7pm 
Sat    9am-12pm 

Shipping Available  
• Uniforms 
• Advancements 
• Apparel 
• Insignia 
• Handbooks 
• Literature 
• Gifts 

Patriots’ Path  
Council Scout Shop 

1 Saddle Road  
Cedar Knolls, NJ 

07927 
(973) 765-9322 x233 
M-W-F    9am-5pm 

Tue-Thu    9am-7pm 
Sat    10am-3pm 

Shipping Available 
• Uniforms 
• Advancements 
• Apparel 
• Insignia 
• Handbooks 
• Literature 
• Gifts 

 

Minsi Trails Council Scout Shop 
Current Hours 

M-T-W-Th-F    10am—5pm 
Sat   10am—2pm 

(610) 266-7770                         www.minsitrails.org  

Purchases can be made up to  
Saturday, November 12, 2022—2 pm 

Will reopen    
Mid-January, 2023 
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2023 NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT PINEWOOD DERBY RULES

ATTACHMENTS: The car must be freewheeling with no starting devices. 

AXLE CHANNEL: The channel or groove designed to hold the axle must not be filled-in.  The judge must be able to inspect the axle. If axles are loose secure 
them with transparent glue. 

AXLES: Only the nails supplied with the kit are permitted.  They must be mounted in the wood grooves only.  The axles may be glued in place with transparent 
glue.  They may be polished or lubricated but not machined or narrowed.  Full length axles that can be purchased at hobby shops ARE NOT PERMITTED. 

DETAILS: Details such as Steering Wheels, Driver Decals, Painting, etc. are permitted as long as these details do not exceed the maximum length, width and 
weight specifications. 

HEIGHT: The bottom of the car must clear the guide strip (3/8 ") on the track.  The car may not be more than 2” high. 

HUBCAPS: No type of hubcap is permitted.  This includes decals. 

INSPECTION: Each car must pass inspection by the official inspection committee before it may compete.  The car is to be held by the scout NOT THE PARENT 
as you prepare for inspection and throughout the race.  The inspectors will disqualify those cars which cannot be made to meet these specifications.  The race 
committee will hold cars that pass inspection until the race and inspect the winning cars following the race. 

JUDGES: The decision of the judges on race day is final.  Pinewood cars not meeting rule requirements will be permitted to race but WILL NOT be eligible for 
trophies!  Questions and polite discussion will be allowed up to the point of a decision by the judges.  Failure to follow this rule may lead to the disqualification of 
the car involved by the judges.  At the discretion of the judges persons may be ejected from the premises of the race for behavior they deem disruptive, un-
sportsman-like, or un-scout-like. 

LENGTH: Overall length shall not exceed 7".  

LUBRICATION: Dry Lubrication only is permitted.  ABSOLUTELY NO ADDITIONAL LUBRICATION PERMITTED PRIOR TO OR THE DAY OF THE RACE! 

NEW CAR: A new car must be built each year.  Pre-cut cars that can be purchased at hobby shops ARE NOT PERMITTED!  Scouts must use the Grand Prix 
Pinewood Derby kit.   

NOSE OF CAR: The nose must extend beyond the leading edge of the front wheel; however, no portion of the car can extend past the starting gate / peg.

SPRINGING: The car shall not ride on any type of springs or suspension. 

WEIGHT: Weight shall not exceed 5.0 ounces.  No loose materials of any kind are permitted in the car. The car may be hollowed out and built up to the maximum 
weight by the addition of wood or metal -provided that it is securely built into the body. Electronic balances will be used for the weight check. 

WHEEL BASE: (Length) Length of wheel base (front axle to rear axle) must be within the limits of 4 1/2" maximum and 4 1/4" minimum (essentially, the distance 
provided by the grooves precut into the supplied wood block). 

WHEEL BASE: (inside) Do not make the distance between the left and right wheels narrower than 1 3/4 " or the car will not run down the track. 

WHEEL BEARINGS: Bearings, washers, or other types of bushings are NOT permitted. 

WHEELS: Only BSA licensed Grand Prix Wheels may be used. Wheels must have “BSA” printed on them from the manufacturer.  BSA - Black, Red, Yellow, Blue, 
Green, Pink, Purple, Orange and Glow-in-the-dark are only wheels permitted.  Alterations to the wheels are not permitted – the wheels may not be cut, drilled, 
beveled or rounded. The shape must remain the same. The plastic flashing may be removed (outside edge).  All 4 wheels must make contact with the track surface 
(this is tested by free rolling the car).  Wheel surfaces must remain flat with full tread contact, and cannot ride on edges or they WILL NOT pass 
inspection! 

WIDTH: Overall width shall not exceed 2 3/4 ". 

Wheel Tread Example

Wheel surfaces must remain flat with full tread contact and cannot ride on edges or they WILL NOT pass inspection! 
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TO: Chartered Organiza�on Representa�ves, Commi�ee Chairs, Cubmasters/Scoutmasters:

Membership in the Boy Scouts of America is for a period of one year, and each year we go through a process to renew the
membership of not only the unit (Pack, Troop, Crew or Post) with the Chartered Organization, but also each youth member
and adult leader. This process is called rechartering. Please click on the below links to access the Internet Rechartering User
Guide as well as instructional videos for assisting you with any questions you may have while processing your Charter
Renewal.

Minsi Trails Council Recharter Webpage Informa�on:
www.minsitrails.org/charter

Internet Recharter Log In 

Steps to follow when processing your recharter are: 
Ensure that the currently registered unit Key 3 leaders are correct in My.Scouting so they can e-approve member and charter
renewals. This is essential and must be done as soon as possible since changes at this step can delay the subsequent
steps.

1. Check that all youth and adults are currently registered with the unit appear on your roster in my.scouting.org. You can
check Youth Protection Training in My.Scouting.org and Clearances can be found on the Minsi Trails Council website
under Charter Renewal. Please note that the clearance spreadsheets are by district.

2. Complete and approve the on-line Unit Recharter process. This can be found by logging into Internet Advancement
2.0 and clicking on Recharter - Internet Recharter Log In

3. Pay the 2023 BSA Registration fees via check to Minsi Trails Council in the office or at your district rechartering
event.

4. Applications for any new adults must be uploaded into the charter renewal as well as their Youth Protection Training
Certificate, Criminal Background Check Authorization, and 3 PA state clearances. This includes any adult who is
moving from a Tiger Parent or Lion Parent into a leadership position and those who have turned 18 and are moving
from a youth position to an Assistant Scoutmaster position or that is being entered as a UP, VP or EP (Unit
Participant, Venturing Participant or Exploring Participant). You will need to enter any adult who is on the charter as
an AP or LP and moving into a leadership position or a youth moving into a new leader position or into a UP/VP or EP
as New Adult and upload all required documents.

5. Applications for any new youth must be uploaded into the charter renewal.

6. Confirm that all required information has been completed on the adult and youth applications before uploading the
documents.

7. Bring copies of all supporting documents to your district rechartering event.

8. Note: A unit’s rechartering application cannot be approved by the National Service Center until all steps are complete.

The Key 3 leaders will receive an email for a final digital approval signature. This must be completed in order to finalize the
Charter Renewal, please print and bring a copy of this charter renewal with you to rechartering day.

Please Note: DO NOT Pay by E-check or Credit Card
To ensure a timely process of your Charter Renewal, be sure your CURRENT key leadership (including the COR and IH)
have established their My.Scouting accounts and are ready to make approvals of new members and the charter renewal
application. This message is only being sent to the unit Key 3 listed in My.Scouting If your Scouting role has changed, please
forward this message to the person who now has your former role.

Your Unit Commissioner, District Commissioner, and District Executive are great resources to help you through this process. 

Yours in Scouting, 

Brennan Malenovitch| District Director
Serving Northampton County
Minsi Trails Council
Boy Scouts of America

Boy Scouts of America Recharter ProcessBoy Scouts of America Recharter Process
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JJuunnee  1166--1188,,  22002233  NNoorrtthhaammppttoonn  DDiissttrriicctt WWiinndd  GGaapp  PPaarrkk 

WWeebbeellooss//AAOOLL  CCaammppeerr  – Webelos will participate in a schedule of advancement and fun. Webelos will par-
ticipate in a 5 mile Trail to Town hike and work on Webelos Walkabout, Webelos First Responder, AOL-
Outdoor Adventure, and AOL-Scouting Adventure. 
  

BBaassee  CCaammppeerr  – Base Campers will develop basic scout skills and participate in a 5 mile Trail to Town hike. 
Base campers will have the opportunity to develop first-aid, navigation, and nature skills to fulfill rank require-
ments for tenderfoot, second class and first class. Base Campers first class or higher will volunteer as Youth 
Instructors for Webelos and Base Campers, teaching basic scout skills.  
 

BBaacckkppaacckkeerrss  – Backpackers will participate in a backpacking experience, geared for first class scouts and 
higher. Backpackers prepare breakfast, break down camp, load their packs and board a bus that will transport 
them to Fox Gap. They will spend the day on the AT hiking from Fox Gap to Wind Gap. The 10 mile Trail to 
Town hike will return to Wind Gap Park after about 6 hours on the trail.  

TTrraaiill  ttoo  TToowwnn  OOffffeerrss  TThhrreeee  DDiiffffeerreenntt  CCaammppeerr  EExxppeerriieenncceess  

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  OOppeenn  UUnnttiill  JJuunnee  99,,  22002233  
CCoosstt  – $5 per person. Registration fee includes use of facility, patch, awards, entertainment & transportation. 
CCoonnttaacctt  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  – Joe Kondisko  Camporee Director  trailtotowncamporee@gmail.com  
AAdduulltt  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  – Leadership is essential to camporee success. Each unit must provide a supporting adult 
leader to programs they have participating scouts. Webelos must attend as a den with leaders from your pack.  
RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  – Units register through the Minsi Trails Doubleknot registration system. Use this link to register: 

http://www.minsitrails.org/event/northampton-district-trail-to-town-camporee/2841560 

 

Date Time Activities 

June 
16 

5:00-8:00 p.m. Registration/Check-in 
6:00 p.m. Orienteering Merit Badge Program 

10:00 p.m. Lights Out 

June 
17 

6:30-7:45 a.m. Breakfast 
8:00 a.m. Opening Ceremonies 

8:30-11:30 a.m. Scout Skills/Hiking on AT/ 
Fireman’s Competition 

11:30 a.m. Lunch 
1:00-2:30 p.m. Scout Skills/Return to Wind Gap Park 
3:00-7:00 p.m. Recruiting Event/Cheer on AT Hikers/ 

Dinner/Ice Cream 
7:30 p.m. P.T. Reptiles 

10:00 p.m. Lights Out 

June 
18 

7:00 a.m. Reveille 
7:15-9:00 a.m. Breakfast/Clean-up 

9:30 a.m. Scout’s Own Service/Closing Ceremony 
10:00 a.m. Campsite Inspection/Units Depart 

SScchheedduullee  
 
 
Wind Gap Borough, an Appalachian 
Trail Community, is joining the 
Northampton District of Minsi Trails 
Council to host the Trail to Town 
Camporee. This event is designed to 
highlight the Appalachian Trail while 
offering navigation and hiking skills.   
New this year is the Webelos/AOL 
program and orienteering merit 
badge. 

TTrraaiill  ttoo  TToowwnn  CCaammppoorreeee  
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A Fun-Filled, Active, Weekend 
For Scouts BSA & Girl Scouts 

Hawk Mountain &  
Minsi Trails Councils 

Registration information will be posted on the Allentown Diocese 
Catholic Committee on Scouting Website: www.adccos.org 

Souvenir 
 

Patches & Pins 

Activity Stations 

WHO’S INVITED 
 Catholic-sponsored Troops & 

Crews 
 Individual Catholic Scouts BSA, 

Girl Scouts, Crews, Sea Scouts 
 Troops can bring their Webelos II 

for Saturday activities 
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Northampton District, 

Each year our OA Lodge has collected Toys for Tots, but this year we are going to do something dif-
ferent. This year we are doing a duffel bag drive for the foster kids in the Lehigh Valley. Everytime a 
kid moves to another foster home they are carrying their clothes in a disposable bag and they don’t 
have anything of their own. We are going to change that. Below is our goal for the Takhone Chapter 
(Northampton District). More details on this will be following. 

All items will go to the Children’s Home of Easton this year 

•	     Duffel Bags  - 100
•	     Blankets - 100
•	     Toothpaste - 100
•	     Toothbrushes -  100
•	     Combs - 100
•	     Books - 100
•	     Coloring Books - 100
•	     Crayons - 100
•	     Stuffed Animal - 100
•	     First Aid Kit - 100

 Yours In Scouting,

Anthony Garguilo l Chapter Adviser, Takhone Chapter 
Northampton County District 
Minsi Trails Council 
garguiloanthony@gmail.com  
takhonechapter@witauchsoman.org



NOVEMBER 2022 Northampton District Newsletter
-18-

Here are your training opportunities
Do it now and become a better leader!���*4?�JU?�J̀k����k����
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“A Scout is brave. A Scout faces danger even if he is afraid.”
Boy Scout Handbook, 12th Edition, 2010, p. 26

“A Scout is brave. He has the courage to face danger in spite of fear, and 
has to stand up for the right against the coaxings of friends or the jeers 
or threats of enemies, and defeat does not down him.”
The Official Handbook for Boys, 11th ed. 1914, p. 29

“I continued the trigger bursts until the barrel began to steam. In front of me 
was a large pile of dead bodies. I ran around the ridge from gun to gun trying 
to keep each gun firing, but at each emplacement I only found dead Marine 
gunners. I knew then that I must be all alone.”
Mitchell Paige

In honor of November 11th, Veterans Day, this month’s topic is a Scout is brave. There is an elite pantheon of only nine 
Americans who have the distinction of earning Scouting’s highest rank AND this great nation’s highest award for valor. One 
of these men is Pennsylvania’s own Mitchell Paige. Paige earned the Eagle Scout Award in 1936 but was not presented his 
medal until 2003. “I was a Boy Scout while attending school in my home town in Pennsylvania, and in my last year of high 
school completed the last of the requirements for the Eagle Pin. Before I received that award, I had joined the Marine Corps 
and simply assumed my pin would be mailed to me. For whatever reason, that was never done.”

Mitchell Paige was born in Charleroi, Pennsylvania on August 31, 1918. His parents were Serbian immigrants who arrived 
in the United States from Austria-Hungary. After graduating from McKeesport High School, he enlisted in the Marine Corps 
on September 1, 1936 after traveling to Baltimore, Maryland on foot. He completed his boot camp training at Parris Island, 

South Carolina and was transferred to Quantico, Virginia in November for additional training. 
He had numerous assignments between 1936 and 1941 in Puerto Rico, Cuba, China and the 
Philippines. He served as a gunner on the USS Wyoming, as a guard at the Mare Island Navy Yard, 
and was a member of the All-Navy-Marine baseball team. In March 1941, he returned to the 
United States and ordered to New River, North Carolina, to help construct and 
prepare a new training base for Marines, which would later become Camp 
Lejeune.

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Paige was assigned to the 7th 
Marines and once more sent overseas. He first landed in British Samoa and 
then participated in the landing at Guadalcanal in September 1942 as part 
of Operation: Watchtower. When the 7th Marines landed on Guadalcanal in 

1942, Mitchell Paige was a Platoon Sergeant in command of a machine gun section. The objective was 
to capture and hold an airfield that would allow the Allies to attack the Japanese mainland. The Marines 
were able to obtain a small foothold on the island but the Japanese knew the strategic importance of the 
airfield and fought relentlessly to repel the Allied attacks. The environment was also against the Marines 
with malaria-infested mosquitoes and the heat of the jungle. The situation was so dire that at one point 
the marines were given the approval to surrender the island to the Imperial Japanese Army. If you want to 
have a military force surrender, it is best not to send Marines.

On October 26, 1942 Paige was on the perimeter of the American lines in his foxhole when he noticed a large assembly 
of Japanese soldiers in the forest in front of him. In a few moments his thirty-three man platoon was facing roughly 2,500 
Japanese soldiers. As the first wave of infantry approached, Paige waited for them to get close and signaled for his machine 

A Scout is... 
BRAVE
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A SCOUT IS BRAVE
gun platoon to open fire. The Japanese were surprised by a hail of bullets and struck down. A second wave of imperial 
infantry charged ahead, through their dead comrades and into the Americans. At one point the Japanese broke through 
and with bayonets fixed, entered the American foxholes. At one point during the close combat, a Japanese soldier 
wounded Paige on his hand from a bayonet slash. Paige stabbed the soldier in the throat with his K-bar knife and 
continued to fire his machine gun. When he ran out of targets, he repositioned his machine gun to gain a better vantage 
to attack the Japanese. When his machine gun would overheat, he changed it out for another one. After what must 
have been an intense several hours, Sergeant Paige went around rousing his men and getting ready for the next wave of 
Japanese assaults. He realized he was the last man standing, surrounded by thousands of Japanese soldiers on all sides. 

Sergeant Paige cleared a path through the enemy and by chance ran into a small group of Marines heading in his 
direction. Paige discarded the tripod from his machine gun and told the Marines to “fix bayonets and follow me!” 
Carrying the machine gun, Paige led the dozen or so Marines on a charge against over two thousand Japanese on a 
desperate, suicide mission. The Japanese soldiers, confused and disoriented, were surprised by the attack and began 
to withdraw. At one point, a Japanese officer fired an entire clip from his pistol at Paige and when he didn’t collapse 
charged him with his officer’s sword. Paige stopped the attack with a short burst from his M19 machine gun. After ten 
hours of bloody, close combat, Paige still held his position and the Japanese ceased their attack. While on Guadalcanal 
he was commissioned a second lieutenant in the field on December 19, 1942. Paige was transferred to Australia in 
January 1943 where he spent the rest of the war. In May 1946 he was placed on inactive duty status. In July 1950, he 
returned to active duty for service in Korea. 

In 1959, Colonel Mitchell Paige retired from the Marines. Although retired he was not idle. 
Paige wrote an autobiography called A Marine Named Mitch and exposed imposters wearing 
or selling the Medal of Honor. Paige died 
of congestive heart failure at his home in 
La Quinta, California at the age of 85 on 
November 15, 2003 and was buried with 
full military honors at the Riverside National 
Cemetery in California. He was the last 
surviving Medal of Honor recipient from the 
Guadalcanal Campaign. In addition to being 
an Eagle Scout and Medal of Honor recipient, 
Paige also has the distinction of being one of 

a few military heroes immortalized by Hasbro as a GI Joe action figure.

His Medal of Honor Citation reads:

PAIGE, MITCHELL

Rank and organization: Platoon Sergeant, U.S. Marine Corps. Place and date: Solomon Islands, 26 October 1942. 
Entered service at: Pennsylvania. Born: 31 August 1918, Charleroi, Pa. 

Citation: For extraordinary heroism and conspicuous gallantry in action above and beyond the call of duty while 
serving with a company of marines in combat against enemy Japanese forces in the Solomon Islands on 26 October 
1942. When the enemy broke through the line directly in front of his position, P/Sergeant. Paige, commanding a 
machinegun section with fearless determination, continued to direct the fire of his gunners until all his men were 
either killed or wounded. Alone, against the deadly hail of Japanese shells, he fought with his gun and when it was 
destroyed, took over another, moving from gun to gun, never ceasing his withering fire against the advancing hordes 
until reinforcements finally arrived. Then, forming a new line, he dauntlessly and aggressively led a bayonet charge, 
driving the enemy back and preventing a breakthrough in our lines. His great personal valor and unyielding devotion 
to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.

Part of a series of short articles on the Scout Law by John C. Wallace, Eagle Scout and volunteer for Warren District.
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NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT COMMITTEE

Any Scouter interested in serving on the District Committee, contact Mike Caffrey 
or if interested in serving as a Commissioner, contact Eily Leicht.

District Chair Mike Caffery 610-295-8816 mikecee1062@yahoo.com
District Commissioner Eily Leicht 610-442-4973 eilydcbsa@gmail.com
District Director Brennan Malenovitch 610-465-8560 brennan.malenovitch@scouting.org
District Executive Mike Borgman 610-762-8959 mike.borgman@scouting.org
Roundtable Commissioner—Cub Scout
Roundtable Commissioner—Scouts BSA Jim Swain 610-974-9150 jim.swain@rcn.com

Melanie Hunt
Nominating Committee Chair Matt Pye
Executive Board Liaison
District Vice Chair Administration
District Technology Chair  
    Webmaster Greta Bergstresser
Safety Chair
Membership Standards Chair  
   Youth Protection Chair
Finance Chair
   Family FOS Chair Bob Obermeyer

Bill Brugger
   Popcorn Chair
   Dollars for Doers Coordinator Lee Ann Gallagher
Membership Chair Patti Davis 610-597-5587 Davispr91@outlook.com
   Awards Chair  
   Cub Scout Membership Chair 
   Scouts BSA Membership Chair 
   New Unit Coordinator
Exploring Chair
Marketing Chair
Scoutreach Chair
District Vice Chair Operations  
Outdoor Programs Chair
   Cub Scout Resident Camp Chair  
   Cub Scout Day Camp Chair  

Activities Chair
   Cub Scout Activities Chair
   Scouts BSA Activities Chair
   Scouting For Food Chair Rev Hardin

Advancement Chair Jim Daley
   Cub Scout Advancement Chair Denise Warner

   Eagle Scout Chair Jim Daley
   Merit Badge Counselor Chair Bruce Horton

   Scouts BSA Advancement Chair Bill Gade
Training Chair
   Cub Scout Leader Training Chair  
   Scouts BSA Leader Training Chair
OA Chapter Adviser Anthony Garguilo 484-554-5815 garguiloanthony@gmail.com
Associate OA Chapter Adviser Dave Hay 610-861-4494 sayhay@ptd.net

Newsletter Editor Bernie Suess 484-330-6915 newsletter@minsi-northampton.com


