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Recruiting for Cub Scout packs and Scouts BSA troops is vital for sustaining and growing the programs. New members

bring fresh energy and ideas, and ensure longevity and vibrancy. Recruitment leads to diverse and active groups,

enriching the experience for all scouts. It also fosters community engagement, leadership development, and instills

valuable skills in more youth, contributing to a stronger, more resilient scouting unit.

2024 DATES

Roundtable 7:00pm

OA Chapter 7:00pm

District Committee 7:00pm
Eagle Board & Project Review
District Commissioners

OA Family Banquet

Winter Fun Fest

Council Recognition Dinner
District Pinewood Derby
District First Aid Meet
BALOO training

IOLS training

Council Pinewood Derby
Hang Dog Event

Council Beaver Weekend
Northampton District Picnic
Spring OA Weekend

OA Section E-17 Conclave
Recruiting Round Up
District Day Camp

National Night Out

Scout Night at the Iron Pigs
Cub Scout Fishing Derby

Council Regional Membership Kickoff

Fall OA Weekend
Becky’s Drive-In*
Shankweiler’s Drive-In

National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT)

OA OctoberFest Weekend

Fall Cub Family Camp Weekend

Council Fall Camporee
Scouting for Food

District Unit Renewal Night
*date tentative

as scheduled (council-wide)
as scheduled

18t Wednesday

[as needed]

3 Wednesday

January 6, 2024 [13]
January 13 [2]
January 26 [10]
March 16 [17]

April 11 [3]

April 12-13 [2]

April 12-13 [2]

May 11 [11]

May 17 [5]

May 17-18 [2]

May 22 [6¥]

May 31-June 2 [2]
June 7-9 [4]

June 12 [6]

July 26-28 [6]

August 6

August 9 [12]

August 10 [9]

August 14 [1]/[2]
September 6-8 [2]
September 6-8 [16]
September 21-22 [22]
September 20-22 & 27-29 [2]
October 4-6 [2]
October 11-13 [2]
October 18-20 [2]
November 2 and 9
October 22, November 7

PLEASE NOTE: All dates and locations are tentative and should be
confirmed online or at registration.

MEETING LOCATION KEY

Some meetings may be online or hybrid (link sent via email or post-
ed on calendar)

[1] Minsi Trails Council Office

[2] Camp Minsi

[3] Klecknersville Fire Co.

[4] Camp No-Be-Bo-Sco, Hardwick Township, NJ

[5] Hang Dog Outdoor Adventure, 410 Cedarville Rd, Easton, PA
18042

[6] Louise Moore Park, 151 Country Club Rd, Easton, PA 18045
[7] Jordan Lutheran Church, 5103 Snowdrift Rd, Orefield, PA

[8] Northampton Community College

[9] Camp Trexler

[10] East Hills Moravian Church, 1830 Butztown Rd, Bethlehem
[11] Kelly Jeep

[12] 1050 Ironpigs Way, Allentown, PA 18109

[13] DeSales University

[14] Wind Gap Park, 334 S Lehigh Ave, Wind Gap, PA 18091

[15] Summit Bechtel Reserve, 2550 Jack Furst Dr, Glen Jean, WV
25846

[16] Becky’s Drive-in, 4845 Lehigh Dr, Walnutport, PA 18088-9597
[17] Kelly Nissan 3830 Easton-Nazareth Highway, Easton

[18] PPL Center

[19] East Hills Middle School, Bethlehem

[20] Coca-Cola Park, 1050 Ironpigs Way, Allentown, PA 18109
[21] National Canal Museum, 2750 Hugh Moore Park Rd, Easton, PA
[22] 4540 Shankweiler Road, Orefield, PA 18069

NOTICE: If you have a question regarding any date or activity, please
contact the respective Chair listed on the District Committee Page.

|

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

The Northampton District is a geographical area located in Northampton county which serves the youth of Bethlehem, Bangor, Chapman, Easton,
Freemansburg, Glendon, Hellertown, Nazareth, North Catasauqua, Northampton, Pen Argyl, Portland, Roseto, Stockertown, Tatamy, Walnutport,
West Easton, Wilson, Wind Gap, and all areas between.
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NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT LINKS

Northampton District Home Page on Council Website:
http://www.minsitrails.org/districts/northampton-district/60269

Northampton District Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/NorthamptonDistrict/

Trail to Eagle Resources:
http://www.minsitrails.org/eagle-rank/trail-to-eagle-resources/60 185

Northampton District school policies (for recruiting Scouts):
https://www.minsitrails.org/document/2022-northampton-school-policies/2 1066 |

Cub Scout Go and See Guide for Packs, Dens, & Families:
http://www.minsitrails.org/document/cubscoutgoandseeguidecouncil202 1 g3/20757 |

Current district newsletter (permalink):
http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/current_newsletter.php

District newsletter archive (permalink):
http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/newsletter_archive.htm

Minsi Trails Council Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/minsitrailsbsa

IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP: 2024 NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT ACTIVITIES
AUGUST 6 - National Night Out

AUGUST 7 - Northampton District Committee meeting

AUGUST 9 - Scout Night at the Iron Pigs

AUGUST 10 - Cub Scout Fishing Derby

AUGUST 14 - Council Regional Membership Kickoff

AUGUST 15 - Takhone Chapter picnic, Order of the Arrow

AUGUST 24 - Minsi Trails Dorney Park Day

SEPTEMBER 4 - Northampton District Committee meeting

SEPTEMBER 6 to 8 - Order of the Arrow Fall Fellowship Weekend
SEPTEMBER 6 to 8 - Becky’s Drive-in Pack Movie Night and Campout (tentative)
SEPTEMBER 21 - Shankweiler’s Drive-in Pack Movie Night and Campout

COUNCIL-WIDE ROUNDTABLE AGENDA
Time and location(s) TBA

DATE MAIN TOPIC CUB SCOUTS SCOUTS BSA SCOUTBOOK
August 15 TBA TBA TBA TBA
October 17 TBA TBA TBA TBA
December 11 TBA TBA TBA TBA
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In Northampton District

Northampton and Warren Districts Day Camp - Louise Moore County Park
July 26 to 28, 2024

-"e

On July 26, 27, and 28, 2024, Louise Moore Park, Pavilion 1, turned into the Wild West. There were four ranches pres-
ent, One Eyed Mule Ranch, Horseshoe Cub Ranch, We Buffaloes Ranch, and Awesome Opossums Lasagna Ranch.
During the weekend they rode their “Horses” all over the camp. The ranch hands learned about the Gold Rush and
panned for gold. In exchange for their gold, they visited the Sarsaparilla Saloon. The cowpokes rounded up the cows
during games. The sharpshooters earned their belt loops in BB, archery, and slingshot. We visited the Eagle who taught
how to take care of the land through Leaving No Trace. First Aid Review is always a must. Tin Punch craft was created at
crafts among other things. The ranch hands noticed something sticking out of “rocks”. They found out about dinosaurs
in the West. They were able to dig into the rocks to find dinosaurs. On Sunday, we had a Scouts Own.

Certificates and patches were given to the ranch hands by their Rancher.

At closing, we welcomed the Governor of the Minsi Trails Territory, Governor Kevin. The Ranchers and the Program lead-

ers were all recognized for their hard work, including Assistant Commander Melissa Mohr. She was my right hand person.
—Barb Emert, Commander
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In Northampton District

Northampton and Warren Districts Day Camp - Louise Moore County Park
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NOTES FROM THE DISTRICT CHAIR

Hello Fellow Northampton Scouters,

The store ads on TV are all touting Back to School sales for clothing, backpacks, PCs, supplies, etc., so it MUST be August!
All these years later | still can feel that tug at my heart from my school days knowing my summer break would be over in
a few weeks!

That same feeling also means that it is time to have a Unit Activity Plan ready to go. Right in the front of that Plan should
include your Unit Membership plan of attack. Northampton District had a well-attended Recruiting Roundup Member-
ship Kickoff back in early June at Louise Moore Park. There will be a broader Council sponsored event to be held Wednes-
day August 14, 2024 from 5:30 - 7:30pm at the Council Service Center located at 991 Postal Road, Allentown, PA 18109.
This event will have additional resources available to you to help make your Unit Membership event more successful.
Many of these resources will be added to the Minsi Trails site on or before the 14th jf your unit cannot attend, but | ask
you to please make an effort to have a representative from your unit attend. Reading printed/posted material is a great
resource, but the sharing of ideas in face to face is invaluable. | realize this is a good drive from our Slate Belt area units
but hope to see you there.

While on the topic of Planning, we have a number of Fall events for all ages listed on our Webpage. Please check it out!
In the next few months, we have some great Cub and Scout events coming up—Becky’s Drive in, Cub Fishing Derby,

Cub Fall Family Weekend, Scouts Camporee in October, and more. PLEASE, PLEASE sign up early and participate!! These
events are more successful if we have more scouts and involved units... we can better prepare if we have a good estimate
of participation earlier. Thank you!!

| also want to take a moment to welcome Vincent Polakowski (goes by Vinnie) as our new Northampton District Director.
Melissa Mohr will still be providing support for Northampton, but will be taking on the primary role of Warren District
Executive. Please begin to copy Vinnie on all District Committee items and as the primary contact for Units to request
information/address issues/etc. within Northampton District.

On a final note, it was tragic news to hear of the passing of a Scout in Lehigh District. Our hearts go out to him and his
family, as well as all of the families linked to this tragedy. It causes me to reflect that there are folks within our district, as
well as within our extended families, that have their own issues they are dealing with. As good Scouters we need to Do

a Good Turn Daily, so | suggest to please take the time in some way to be a comfort to those families currently enduring
struggles in their lives. This is the foundation of our Oath doing Duty to God and Helping Others. Thank you.

YIS,

Mike Caffrey
Northampton District Chair

i

Scouting
America
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Membership News

Council Regional Membership Kick-offs

Council is holding two Membership Kick Offs on Wednesday, August 14" s MEMBE RSH I P
Northern Tier: Carbon-Luzerne and Monroe districts will be at Camp Minsi from KICKOFF

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 14TH
5:30to 7:30 pm. 5:30PM-7:

30PM
Valley Region: Lehigh, Northampton, and Warren districts will be at the Council ﬁ l
Service Center from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. D EN U
a L

We will have the gaga pit, and some Lego Pinewood Derby cars for scouts to do.
Units may attend either event. The entire family is invited! RSVP at https://forms.office.com/r/BUYviG5pP2

Joining Nights

We are asking all units to provide us with their Joining Night information by August 14", Information should include
unit number, date, time, location, and contact information. This will allow us sufficient time to prepare the flyers
and get them posted on school’s website. Email this information to both Patti Davis at davispr91@outlook.com and
District Director Vinnie Polakowski at Vincent.Polakowski@scouting.org.

Joining Incentive

The Minsi Trails Council board has approved using proceeds from the sale of Camp Trexler to provide any new Scout
who joins this year with a $50 gift Certificate to the Scout Shop. Families can use this to purchase uniforms, books, and
so on. The certificate will be mailed directly to the family once their application is processed. Please let families of new
Scouts know they will be receiving this voucher.

Northampton Grants

We have been informed by Minsi Trails Council that the Grow Northampton County Grant has ended. In addition,
Council has informed us that the Nazareth Grant is for Nazareth families only who have a financial need. Families
must complete the financial aid form and submit it to District Director Vinnie Polakowski for review. The grant is
to help families in financial need from Nazareth, and Nazareth only to join scouts. Currently the grant is only for
membership registration assistance. A council financial need form must be completed prior to any funds being
released. Should you have any questions, we ask that you contact Vinnie Polakowski at Vincent.Polakowski@

scouting.org.

National Night Out

Many of our communities will be holding a National Night Out on August 6. We encourage units to participate in
this event. It is an opportunity to recruit families into Scouting. Consider running a display, for example bottle rockets,
rain gutter regatta, etc. Council will be happy to print postcards for you to hand out. Please contact Melissa Mohr at
melissa.mohr@scouting.com if you plan to participate and would like postcards for the event.

BARF Patch

We are no longer promoting the BARF campaign. Scouts who bring a friend who joins can earn the Recruiter patch
which is available at the Scout Shop and can be worn on your uniform. There is a National incentive for the recruiter
strip; information will be passed out at the membership kickoffs and later posted on the website with the supported
recruiter post card.
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School Policies

Council has obtained school policies regarding flyers at elementary schools in our district. Please see the list
below:

Northampton District - Schools

Bethlehem Area type Bangor Area type
Hanover Elementary School Electronic Defranco Elementary School Electronic
Miller Heights Elementary School Electronic Five Points Elementary School Electronic
Asa Packer Elementary School Electronic Washington Elementary School Electronic
Farmersville Elementary School Electronic

Spring Garden Elementary School Electronic Wilson Area School District

Calypso Elementary School Electronic Wilson Borough Elementary School  Electronic
Governor Wolf Elementary School Electronic Wilson Township Elementary School Electronic
James Buchanan Elementary School Electronic Avona Elementary School Electronic
Clearview Elementary School Electronic

William Penn Elementary School Electronic Northampton Area School District

Lincoln Elementary School Electronic Eranklin Paper
Thomas Jefferson Elementary School Electronic Siegfried Paper
Marvine Elementary School Electronic George Wolf (Bath) Paper
Freemansburg Elementary School Electronic Lehigh Paper
Donegan Elementary School Electronic Monroe (Bath) Paper
Fountain Hill Elementary School Electronic

The largest Cub Scouting event of the year!

The Fall Cub Family Camp Weekend at Camp Minsi is October 11-13, 2024. Camp overnight for the weekend as a
PACK or DEN or as a FAMILY or come up just for the day on Saturday. More information and registration at https://
WWww.minsitrails.org/event/3051179

2024 Unit Renewal
Information about unit renewal from National can be found at the website below:

https://www.scouting.org/resources/unit-and-membership-renewal/

Northampton District will hold unit renewal on Tuesday October 22, 2024, and Thursday, November 7, 2024. Both
will be held at Minsi Trails Council office. Details will be provided as we get closer to the dates.

Council-wide Unit Renewal Roundtable is currently scheduled for October 17, 2024. Council will provide details as
the date approaches.

All units should be reviewing their current roster and making sure that adults’ Youth Protection Training and PA
clearances are current. If they expire prior to March 1, 2025, we recommend that they be updated for the November
30 submission deadline. This will relieve adults of the stress about receiving clearances during the holiday season. All
charters must be posted no later than January 31, 2025.

Watch for information later this month on member renewal payment options—you will need to make a decision on
how to handle member renewal payment.
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National will be sending out email reminders to families 60 days prior to their anniversary date. There is a
national database of email addresses. For most people, the address in the database is the email address they
wrote on their application to join. It is important for each adult member to go into my.scouting.org/profile to
confirm that the email address in the profile is up to date and correct. Typos present a problem.

Every Scout must have a parent or guardian associated with the Scout and the parent’s or guardian’s email
should also be confirmed. A few things to note. You will automatically be signed up for Scout Life, however
you can opt out; just click the box. Members may pay to renew their registrations at the council office. This is
a great strategy for folks who want to avoid the 3% administrative fee for credit and debit card transactions.
Registrations that include council or donor support usually must be handled at the council office. Before
going to the council office, members should complete the renewal “paperwork” online and click where it says
that the person will pay at the council office.

Unit Key 3 will receive monthly reports of members whose registrations are due to be renewed. We
recommend that you follow up with those families to make sure they received the email since they may not
be accustomed to receiving emails from National and it may wind up in their “junk”/”spam” folder.

As Council/National provides us with more information we will make sure that you are updated. We do not
know what unit renewal will look like this year, but we have set dates to insure that we are prepared.

Cub Scout Rank Advancement Changes as of June 2024

New Cub Scout requirements took effect on June 1, 2024. New Cub rank books are available at the Scout
Shop. For details regarding the changes please see the website below.

https://www.scouting.org/program-updates/cub-scout-program-updates-announced/

Cub Leader Training
Sections on the online Cub Scout training site have been updated

Online Cub Scout position-specific training is conveniently broken into modules that you can take at the time
of your choosing. You do not have to take every module of any particular training in the same session.

(All Cub Scout online training can be found under the “My Training” section of my.Scouting.org.)

All the training modules have been updated to ensure they reflect the current program. Here are the online
position-specific trainings that contain modules that have the most significant updates:

e Den Leader/Assistant Den Leader

e Cubmaster/Assistant Cubmaster

e Pack Committee Chair

e Pack Committee Members

If you hold one of these positions and it’s been a while since you reviewed the online training, it might be a
good idea to retake these entire trainings.

However, if you’re short on time and are looking to get up to speed right away, there are certain modules you
can take first.

The National Cub Scouting Committee recommends that — at a minimum — you review the following
modules:

e Bobcat: Bobcat is now a Cub Scout Adventure required for all ranks.

e Advancement: Updates how each badge of rank is earned.
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e Cub Scout Uniforms: Includes information on Webelos and Arrow of Light uniform updates.

e Conducting a Den Meeting: Outlines how to plan and conduct a den meeting using the updated Adventures and Den
Meeting Resources found in the handbooks and online.

e Denners and Den Chiefs: Recommended for den leaders for Bears, Webelos and Arrow of Light dens. The updated Bobcat
requirement for these ranks includes the Denner and Arrow of Light Patrol Leader.

e Conducting a Pack Meeting: Includes information on planning for Cub Scout Adventures that can be completed as a pack
and making pack meetings more activity based.

e Pack Structure: Includes updated information about forming dens.

e Annual Program Planning: Update includes planning for Cub Scout Adventures that can be completed as a pack.

The average time it will take to refresh your training is 30 minutes, give or take a few minutes depending on what position you
hold.

Which modules should Cubmasters and Assistant Cubmasters review?

The National Cub Scouting Committee recommends that Cubmasters and assistant Cubmasters review the following modules:
e Bobcat

e Advancement

e Cub Scout Uniforms

e Conducting a Pack Meeting

e Denners and Den Chiefs

e Annual Program Planning

e Pack Structure

Which modules should den leaders and assistant den leaders review?

The National Cub Scouting Committee recommends that den leaders and assistant den leaders review the following modules:
e Bobcat

e Advancement

e Cub Scout Uniforms

e Conducting a Den Meeting

e Pack Structure

e Denners and Den Chiefs

Which modules should the pack committee chair review?

The National Cub Scouting Committee recommends that the pack committee chair review the following modules:
e Cub Scout Uniforms

e Pack Structure

e Advancement

e Annual Program Planning

e Annual Charter Renewal

National Summertime Award — Cub Scouts

Just because school classrooms go dark in the summer doesn’t mean Cub Scouting has to. Extend the fun of Cub Scouting into
the year’s hottest season by earning the National Summertime Pack Award.

To qualify for the National Summertime Pack Award, a pack must hold at least one pack event or activity in each of the
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three months —June, July, and August. There is no attendance requirement to earn the pack award. Do that, and you’ll get
a streamer for your pack flag and a certificate suitable for framing. Dens with an average attendance of at least half their
members at the three summer pack events are eligible for a colorful den participation ribbon.

Scouts and adults who participate in all three events are eligible to receive the National Summertime Pack Award pin, which
they can wear on the right pocket flap of their uniform. Attending summer camp and day camp counts.

Complete the application and submit it to council: https://www.ncacbsa.org/chain-bridge/wp-content/
uploads/sites/15/2021/07/National-Summertime-Pack-Award-Application.pdf

National Outdoor Awards Program — Scouts BSA

Do you enjoy camping under the stars, rafting a whitewater river, or hitting the trail afoot,
on a bike, or even on a horse? Can you pitch a tent, find your way, and bandage an ankle
using only materials in your pack? Are you prepared to do any of these in rain, snow, sleet,
or heat? If so, the National Outdoor Awards are for you. There is nothing virtual about
these awards—you can earn them only by demonstrating knowledge and experience in the :
outdoors. So, if you are a member of Scouts BSA, Sea Scout, or Venturer, and think you are &

tough and disciplined enough to hike or ride the miles, camp the nights, run the rivers or lakes, ;] Iii.@iim

or do the work to conserve the land, then read on and see if the National Outdoor badges or
ey
CONSERVATION £

possibly the National Medal for Outdoor Achievement could be for you!

National Outdoor Awards for Camping, Aquatics, Conservation, Hiking, Riding, and
Adventure

When a Scout excels in outdoor participation, there are awards to show for it! This program, conceived by the BSA’s
National Camping Task Force, includes a series of six badges designed to recognize a Scout, Sea Scout, or Venturer who has
exemplary knowledge and experience in performing high-level outdoor activities.

The award consists of up to six emblem segments positioned around the perimeter of a beautiful center emblem. All are
embroidered in full color. The segments represent six areas of emphasis: Camping, Aquatics, Conservation, Hiking, Riding,
and Adventure, with rigorous requirements to earn each segment. The center emblem features an outdoor scene with fleur-
de-lis and the words “National Outdoor Awards.”

National Outdoor Awards Program https.//www.scouting.org/programs/scouts-bsa/advancement-and-awards/noa/

Unit Commissioners Needed
Volunteers are needed as Unit Commissioners. Contact District Commissioner Bill Brugger at we.brugger@gmail.com if you
are interested. This is a great way to continue serving in Scouting after your daughter or son has aged out.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Mark your calendars for the following dates:

August 6 National Night Out
August 9 Scout Night at the Iron Pigs
August 14 Council Regional Membership Kick-offs Council office/Camp Minsi
September 6 to 8 Becky’s Drive-in Pack Movie Night and Campout (Tentative)
September 21 to 22 Shankweiler’s Drive-in Pack Movie Night and Campout
September 20-22 & 27-29 NYLT (National Youth Leadership Training) Camp Minsi
October 11-13 Fall Cub Family Camp Weekend Camp Minsi
October 17 Council wide Roundtable—recruiting TBA
October 22 and November 7 Northampton District Recharter Council Office
Patti Davis

Northampton District Membership Chair
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. NATIONAL NIGHT
x@;ﬁ QUT
Prepared. For Life. TUESDAY 8/ 6/ 24

Get out, getinvolved, get
~__seen in your community!

www.minsitrails.org
Www.natw.org
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‘ MINSI TRAILS GOUNGIL

“FISHING
DERBY

PRESENTED BY DUNKELBERGER'S
SPORTS OUTFITTERS

@ START AT 08 AM - 02 PM

288 Camp Trexler Rd
Kunkletown, PA 18058

**RAIN OR SHINE**

More information visit our website AND
www.minsitrails.org

REE REGISTRATION

FISHING BADGE

FOR CUB SCOUTS

Register at https://www.minsitrails.org/event/3044069
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........

Boy Scouts of America
Minsi Trails Council Day!

Saturday, August 24, 2024

Purchase
Tickets At

You can purchase tickets at:
dorneypark.com/MinsiTrailsCouncil
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Troop Gear Available

East Hills Moravian Church has equipment from its former Scout troop,
Troop 362, which is being made available for other units before it is
sold at the church’s annual yard sale.

Here is an inventory of the available gear:

3 klondike derby sleds

4 chuck boxes

13 contractor buckets

7 folding tables (and an extra set of legs)

2 folding canopies

miscellaneous tarps and poles

miscellaneous pots and pans (see photo)
miscellaneous cookware (see photo)

5 ice chests

1 ice cream maker

12 large beverage containers (Coleman, Igloo, etc.)
11 propane lanterns and mantels

9 propane distribution trees for stoves and lanterns
6 two-burner propane stoves

1 two-burner white gas stove

miscellaneous tent stakes

miscellaneous advancement, ceremony, and court of honor items
miscellaneous used uniforms

miscellaneous woods tools (axes, saws, etc.)
miscellaneous trunks, bins, and other storage containers (see photo)
miscellaneous American flags

and more...

There is a deadline of August 22", Interested leaders may contact:

Sue Larson
gsmom225@aol.com
610.737.0012

Jay Larson
jay.w.larson@gmail.com
610.442.1673
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The Takhone Corner

The OA summer picnic for the chapter will be on August 15th at
6:00 pm at Louise Moore Park, 151 Country Club Rd. Easton PA
18045.

An email will be sent out this week for the RSVP. OA members
please bring a side dish or dessert.

OA chapter elections will be held during the September meeting.
The date and location are to be determined.

SCOUTING’S
NATIONAL

HONOR
SOCIETY
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REF)
4

National Youth Leadership
Training

A training designed for youth in Venturing, Sea Scouts, and Scouts BSA

The 2024 NYLT
course is filled,
but the waitlist

is'still open.

AT Camp Minsi, Pocono Summit, Pa

Registration is Open;

https://www.minsitrails.org/event/3032250

MORE INFO: http://minsi-nylt.com/info.html

COURSE DIRECTOR; SEAN FRASCA, SFRASCA12@GMAIL.COM
COURSE COORDINATOR; WAYNE GROSS, WEGSEG@MSN.COM



AUGUST 2024 Northampton District Newsletter
-17-

Training is the key to good leaders!

Sign up now and become a better leader

BALOO Basic Adult Leader Outdoor Orientation Fall 2024
This course is open to all registered Adult Leaders. There will be virtual learning leading up to the in-person practical session....

This course is open to all registered Adult Leaders. This course is required to be taken to be considered "trained" for the positions of...

2024 NYLT-National Youth Leadership Training
National Youth Leadership Training will be held September 20-22, 27-29, 2024 at Camp Minsi, Pocono Summit, Pa A training designed for youth in...

E Introduction to Outdoor Leadership Skills IOLS Fall 2024

SEP 2024 NYLT Second weekend
27 National Youth Leadership Training weekend two. Please go to https://www.minsitrails.org/event/3032250 to register This is...

Save the dates
Minsi Trails’
Wood Badge

course will be:

September 19-21, 2025
and

October 18-19, 2025
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Advancement Updates 2024
As of January 1, 2024, the following changes to Scouts BSA requirements become effective.

Rank Requirements:
There were minor changes to Scout (6), and Star (6).

The Cyberchip has been phased out. Scouts should use the Personal Safety Awareness training
at https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/scouts-bsa/ for both Scout and Star ranks.

Eagle Palms:
Scouts BSA will no longer have to wait three months between Eagle Palms. They will have to
earn five additional merit badges, and live by the Scout Oath and Law.

Merit badge with significant changes to content are:

e Automotive Maintenance — updated to include electric/hybrid vehicles (1c,d,e,f,g,h)
(2a,b,c,d,e) (3¢) (8a,e,f)

Canoeing — major reorganization (3) (4b) (7) (8) (9)

Coin Collecting — reorganization and updated for new/retired coinages (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Fire Safety — safety updates (1¢) (2) (4) (6b,c,d,g) (7a) (9a) (10a) (11)

First Aid*— more hands-on (2) (4) (7) (8d) (10) (11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16)

Golf — reorganized and added disc golf option (1) (2)

Insect Study — expanded requirements (2) (4) (6a,b) (12)

Journalism — included social media (2al)

Nuclear Science — updated, more active options (1a,b,c,d,e) (2b) (3a,b) (4,4¢c) (6a,b)
Safety — updated to include natural disasters (1c) (2¢,d,e)

Skating — added skateboarding option (1b)(2) (Skateboarding Option), Ice Skating Option
(2b1) (2d2), Roller Skating Option (2¢1)(2d2)

Surveying — added use of drones (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

e Sustainability* — major reorganization (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)

e Swimming®* — added correct demonstration of strokes (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)

Merit badges with minor changes

include:
Indian Lore (2) (3) (4) (5)
Backpacking (11b) Law (1) (5) (11)
Bird Study (2) (4) (7) (8¢) (9d) (11) (12) Mining in Society (8c)
Camping* (9c) Photography (1a)
Chemistry (2¢) (5) Plant Science (8 Option 1: Agronomy E5c)
Cooking* (5 a,b,c,d,e) Programming (1a)
Digital Technology (1) Radio (9a5)
Engineering (5) (6¢) Scouting Heritage (2b3, b4) (3) (4¢)

Fly-Fishing (3b,c) (10)

The current merit badge requirements are found at https://www.scouting.org/skills/merit-
badges/

"*" indicates Eagle required merit badge

The Guide to Advancement Section 7.0.4.3 addresses what to do when merit badge
requirements change and Section 4.0.0.1 addresses changes to rank requirements. This can be

found at https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf revised 12-1.23
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Cub Scout Program Updates Announced

° November 9, 2023
It’s official! The Cub Scout program will be updated for the 2024-25 program year. Over
the past several years the National Cub Scouting Committee under the leadership of
past chair Lisa Wylie and current chair Audrey Oakes has identified four areas to

improve the Cub Scout program to ensure that it is fun, simple, and easy.

Over the past five years the National Cub Scouting has been working on these

updates. These updates are based on feedback from over 23,000 parents and Cub Scout
leaders through various surveys and data. Listening to and identify the key
opportunities to improve the program the National Cub Scout committee is excited to
finally reveal these improvements. Over the past year these improvements have been

socialized to thousands of individuals with overwhelming support.

BOBCAT ADVENTURES  WEBELOS (4™/5™ GRADE) AWARDS

* Oneset of requirementsis * Disjointed required * Length of Webelos * Awardsare notinthe

The four areas of improvement are the Bobcat badge, Cub Scout Adventures, Webelos,
and Cub Scout Awards.

Bobcat will no longer be a badge that is earned once when a Cub Scout joins. It will
become a required Adventure for each rank and earned each year. The requirements

for the Bobcat Adventure are different for each grade to make them age-appropriate.
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2024-2025 The Bobcat Adventure is designed to be the first required Adventure.
Cub Scout Badges of Rank Each badge of rank is earned by completing six required and two elective Adventures.

Requirements The six required Adventures are focused on the aims and focus areas of the BSA.

s
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Cub Scout Adventures have been improved to make it easier to deliver the program to
multi-rank dens or as a Pack. To earn each rank in Cub Scouting will require a Cub Scout
to earn the six required Adventures and two elective Adventures. Required Adventures
reflect the aims and focus areas of the BSA. The number of elective Adventures

increases.

Webelos and Arrow of Light will be separated. Webelos becomes the 4th-grade
program in Cub Scouting. Arrow of Light becomes a stand-alone badge of rank for
5t graders and will no longer be associated with Webelos. Arrow of Light will be the
program that prepares Cub Scouts to join Scouts BSA.

Cub Scouts Awards will be reimagined as Cub Scout Adventures. Topics like camping,
STEM, and range and target sports will remain and are reimagined into elective
Adventures that can be used towards earning a badge of rank.

The changes will take effect officially on June 1, 2024.



W
+

NOV

Cub Chat Livel

AUGUST 2024 Northampton District Newsletter
-21-

' DEC

Cub Chat Livel

JAN

Cub Chat Live!

FEB

Cub Chat Live!

CUB SCOUT PROGRAM UPDATES ROLLOUT

MAR APR

Cub Chat Livel  Cub Chat Live!

MAY

Cub Chat Live!

JUN

Cub Chat Live!

11-10-23 12-1-23 1-12-24 2-2-24 3-1-24 4-5-24 5-10-24 6-7-24
General Rank New and Webelos and Handbooks Den and Pack  Top 10 Most Safety
Announcement Advancements Improved Arrow of Light  and Leader Meetings Common Integration
and Bobcat Adventures Resources Questions
Council Programs Presenters Trained | | Prime Time Episodes Scouts BSA Scout Shops Training On-line Tools
of Cub Chat Live!
Resources for December 18 January 16" @ Resources for Spring of 2024 Position Specific | | Scoutbook Updated
councils and Team of experts 7 p.m. Central Scouts BSA Leaders New Cub Scout Handbooks Training Updated
G i New Cub Scout Adventures i
districts to plan for trained and it P Onling Reports
programs for the available to January 239 @ s Updated Cub Scout Updated
summer of 2024 present to local 7 p.m. Central Roundtable Videos
councils and
districts. January 30 @
7 p.m. Central
Commissi
Takes Effect
Resources for
Commissioners

There are a lot of details that will be shared in future episodes of Cub Chat Live! Make

sure to check out the episodes. Cub Chat Live! is a weekly Facebook Live show that

streams live every Friday at 2 p.m. Central. Episodes are recorded and are now

available as a podcast.

Official information and updates can be
found on Scouting.org
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2024 BSA National
Annual Membership Fees

EFFECTIVE
FOR ALL NEW
1 AND EXISTING
2024 MEMBERS

Participants in kindergarten through age 20.

s85/\(R &2

All registered adult volunteers in unit
and non-unit positions. (Volunteers with
multiple registrations will continue to

pay for only one position).
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This fee is for
Merit Badge Counselors who are not
already registered volunteers.

Merit badge counselors who are not also registered in a unit position
are not allowed to attend overnight Scouting activities/events.

Additional fees might be charged by local councils and units.

UNIT RENEWAL FEE

s].O O/YR

For all new and

existing units.

SCOUT LIFE MAGAZINE FEE
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NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT COMMITTEE

District Chair

District Commissioner

District Director

District Executive

Roundtable Commissioner—Cub Scout
Roundtable Commissioner—Scouts BSA

Nominating Committee Chair
Executive Board Liaison
Webmaster
Finance Chair
Family FOS Chair

Popcorn Chair
Membership Chair
Exploring Chair
Marketing Chair
Cub Scout Day Camp Chair

Activities Chair
Cub Scout Activities Chair

Scouts BSA Activities Chair
Scouting For Food Chair
Pinewood Derby
Advancement Chair
Cub Scout Advancement Chair

Eagle Scout Chair
Backup Eagle Scout Chair

Merit Badge Counselor Chair

Scouts BSA Advancement Chair
Training Chair

Cub Scout Leader Training Chair

Scouts BSA Leader Training Chair

OA Chapter Adviser
Associate OA Chapter Advisers

District Committee Members at Large

Newsletter Editor

Mike Caffery
Bill Brugger

Vincent Polakowski
Melissa Mohr

Jim Swain

Melanie Hunt
Anthony Garguilo
Ed Cool

Greta Bergstresser

Bob Obermeyer
Bill Brugger

Patti Davis

Barbara Emert
Chris Fluke

John Van Camp
Jim Daley
Lucy Martin

Jim Daley
Bernie Marth

Bruce Horton
Bill Gade

Chris Fluke
Dave Hay

Chris Martin

Andrew Draper
Anna Silvasi
Anthony Garguilo
Barbara Emert
Bernie Suess
Chance Trapp
Charles Chase
Christopher Fluke
David Hay

Dawn Trapp
Edward Cool

Bernie Suess

610-295-8816

610-465-8575
610-465-8565

610-974-9150

484-554-5815

610-597-5587

610-759-7169

610-759-7169

484-281-3441
610-762-9396

610-861-4494

George Kenyon
Greta Bergstresser
James Daley
James Roberts
Jason Capone
John Hawk

John Van Camp
Lucy Martin
Michael Faccinetto
Patricia Davis

484-330-6915

mikeceel062@yahoo.com
we.brugger@gmail.com

Vincent.Polakowski@scouting.org
melissa.mohr@scouting.org

im.swain@rcn.com

garguiloanthony@gmail.com

obie1949@gmail.com

Davispr91@outlook.com

ddflukel5@gmail.com

j.daley@rcn.com

j.daley@rcn.com

bhworks@bellatlantic.net
wagade@yahoo.com

ddflukel5@gmail.com
sayhay@ptd.net

Ralph Horton
Robert Obermeyer
Rodney Long
Sheryl Lyn Padgett
Tamie Swain
William Gade
William Kropa

newsletter@minsi-northampton.com

Any Scouter interested in serving on the District Committee, contact Mike Caffrey
or if interested in serving as a Commissioner, contact District Commissioner Bill Brugger.




