
Northampton District

NEWSLETTER... 

MINSI TRAILS COUNCIL, BSA

The Northampton District is a geographical area located in Northampton county which serves the youth of Bethlehem, Bangor, Chapman, Easton, 
Freemansburg, Glendon, Hellertown, Nazareth, North Catasauqua, Northampton, Pen Argyl, Portland, Roseto, Stockertown, Tatamy, Walnutport, 
West Easton, Wilson, Wind Gap, and all areas between.
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 This will be the last newsletter in this format. The plan is to skip January as we gear up to unveil monthly 
district notes, similar to Trail Notes that many of  you are familiar with! This will allow us to have a con-
sistent look for all the districts moving forward.
 Thanks to everyone who’s helped over the last 12 years. The pictures, the articles, the flyers, and the 
announcements helped me and I hoped they helped you, too. On to the next phase. Excelsior!

THANKS, THERE’S MORE AHEAD!!

Northampton/Warren Districts 2025 Klondike

The Northampton/Warren Districts 2025 Klondike is in the works for February 22, 2025! Please 
check the calendar on https://minsitrails.org/ for more information. Registration should open 
soon.

Northampton District Unit Renewal Night

Northampton District Unit Renewal Night will be December 10, 2024 at Minsi Trails Council 
Office! Please check the calendar on https://minsitrails.org/ for more information. 
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IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP: 2024-25 NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

DECEMBER 4  - Northampton District Committee meeting
DECEMBER 10 - Northampton District Unit Renewal Night
DECEMBER 13 - 1st Annual Membership Growth Conference
DECEMBER 14 - Monroe Merit Badge College, NCC Pocono, Tanmnersville
JANUARY 8 - Northampton District Committee meeting (tentative)
FEBRUARY 1 - Minsi Winter Fun Fest, Camp Minsi

NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT LINKS
Northampton District Home Page on Council Website:

https://minsitrails.org/northampton-district/

Current district newsletter (permalink):
http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/current_newsletter.php

District newsletter archive (permalink): 
     http://www.minsi-northampton.com/newsletters/newsletter_archive.htm

Northampton District Facebook page: 
     https://www.facebook.com/NorthamptonDistrict/

Minsi Trails Council Facebook page: 
     https://www.facebook.com/minsitrailsbsa

COUNCIL-WIDE ROUNDTABLE AGENDA
Time and location(s) TBA
DATE MAIN TOPIC  CUB SCOUTS SCOUTS BSA SCOUTBOOK 

December 11 TBA TBA TBA TBA



DECEMBER 2024 Northampton District Newsletter
-3-

Hello Northampton Scouters,

This is always a special time of year. The special significance of Thanksgiving always causes me to pause and reflect on 
those many things we often take for granted. For many of us, our family, our friends, a roof overhead, clothes on our 
back, and food on the table. Not everyone can count on those blessings in their life. So maybe we don’t have the biggest 
TV, but we have a TV. Maybe we drive an older car, but we have a car. For me personally I also should always remember 
and appreciate the rights we have to free speech and freedom of religion. I am sure you can think of many things in your 
world that each of us takes for granted. So, during this Thanksgiving season, personally I will try to care more and give 
more. 

One thing in particular that I am thankful for and that we all need to be thankful for are those people who give of their 
talents, their time, and their treasure to drive our Scouting programs. I know you do not hear it enough, but you are very 
much appreciated. I for one am thankful of each and every one of you.

As we move into December and our focus shifts to the Holiday season, let’s remember to continue to count our bless-
ings, give to those in need, take pause to experience this special time, and reflect on these blessings. It is too easy to get 
caught up in the whirlwind of buying, preparing, hosting, attending, etc… I pray that you all can find some time to enjoy 
the peace of the season. 

On behalf of Northampton District, wishing you and your families a wonder-filled and joyous Holiday Season and a happy, 
healthy and prosperous New Year. Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Happy Kwanza.

Mike Caffrey
Northampton District Chair

NOTES FROM THE DISTRICT CHAIR
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MINSI TRAILS COUNCIL  
 NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT AWARDS  

FOR 2024 
. 

The key to attracting and keeping youth involved in the Scouting program resides 
with its leaders.  Strong leaders make for strong programs and make the experience more 
beneficial for our youth.  Leaders need to be recognized for their efforts to encourage 
and enhance their Units and Districts.  Most Leaders do not want recognition but 
recognizing those Leaders should be a priority even if they do not want it. 

 

Every Unit should have at least a scouter nominated for the Scouting Spirit 
Award 

 

District Awards 
SCOUTING SPIRIT AWARD - The Scouting Spirit Award is designed to recognize one individual in a unit who best 
exemplifies the ideals of Scouting in everything that they do.  They do not need to be a registered leader, but 
should motivate others, work tirelessly, and have a positive influence with all they encounter. One per unit per 
year. Nominated by the Unit.  

FELLOWSHIP AWARD - The award is available to Scouters who render service of an outstanding nature for 
the District, or long-term dedication and service of an outstanding nature for a Unit. Nominated by the 
Unit or District. Max of 2X the Award of Merit Max. Currently 6 Max. 

UNIT LEADER AWARD OF MERIT - A quality Scouting experience will help keep Scouts in the program, and the Boy 
Scouts of America created the Unit Leader Award of Merit to recognize the quality unit leaders who make that 
happen.  Nominated by the Unit. 

SCOUTERS TRAINING AWARD – CUB SCOUTS/SCOUTS BSA/VENTURING - Award designed to recognize those Cub 
Scout/Scouts BSA/Venture Leaders that have assisted in Pack/Troop/Crew planning & development and attended 
District level training. Nominated by the Unit. 

SCOUTERS KEY – CUB SCOUTS/SCOUTS BSA/VENTURING - Awarded to those Scoutmasters/Cubmasters/Venture 
Leaders that have achieved a combination of Performance, Training and Tenure at both the Unit and District 
levels. Nominated by the Unit and/or District. 
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KEY 3 LEADERSHIP AWARD - The Key 3 Leadership Award is an award given out by the Key Three/Leadership of 
the district to volunteers who have given outstanding service to the District and embody the spirit of the District.  
Persons can be suggested to the Key 3 by anyone within the District. 

DISTRICT AWARD OF MERIT - The award is available to Scouters who render service of an outstanding nature at 
the district level. Nominated by the District. Based on number of Units within a District (1 per 25 units). Currently 
Max of 3. 

These forms can be found on the Minsi Trails Council / Northampton District website. 

Please submit Nomination forms to one of the below Scouters by 
December 31 
Michael Caffrey – 1190 Blossom Circle, Bethlehem, PA 18017; mikecee1062@yahoo.com 

Drew Draper   –  acdraper31@rcn.com  
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Membership News
2024 Renewal

Information about renewal from National can be found at the website below:

https://www.scouting.org/resources/unit-and-membership-renewal/

Council has set up a call-in help desk for units that have questions or problems. Check the Council calendar for details.

Units whose charter will expire on 12/31/24 were able to begin the renewal (recharter) process beginning on 11/1/24. 
Please ensure the current Key 3 leaders are correct. This is essential and must be done as soon as possible since 
changes at this step can delay the subsequent steps.

Keep in mind that the system will automatically sign everyone up for Scout Life magazine. If you do not want it, please 
make sure that you click the box to opt out. In addition, only the Chartered Organization Representative (COR) or their 
designated person can approve adult renewals.

Units have the option to complete the entire renewal process online and either pay online (additional 3% fee for 
credit/debit; $1.00 fee for ACH electronic payment) or pay at council with no fee. Should you choose this option please 
make sure that all PA clearances and Youth Protection Trainings (YPT) are current before completing the online process.  
Reports can be found on the Minsi Trails website under resources/charter renewal. The password is act15

Northampton District will hold a renewal night on Tuesday December 10, 2024. It will be held at Minsi Trails Council 
office from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM.

Units are to bring all member renewal paperwork (if your unit is paying for members) and charter renewal along with 
updated PA clearances and YPT.  Journey To Excellence forms for Packs, Troops, Crews, and Posts can be found on the 
BSA national website at https://www.scouting.org/awards/journey-to-excellence/. Please print and complete the 
document.

If you are paying for both members and the unit you MUST bring two checks.

We have set up a SignUpGenius form for our renewal night. We ask that when you sign up you include your unit type 
and number as well as contact information.

December 10 sign-up

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084AA4AD29A7F58-52725548-northampton

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at davispr91@outlook.com.

Thank you for all you do for Scouting. We look forward to seeing you.

Fall Recruiting

We would like to congratulate the following units who recruited the most scouts from September through October. 
Pack 317, Pack 44 and Pack 76. We will be contacting you to arrange an ice cream party for your units!

Nazareth Grant
Council has informed us that the Nazareth Grant is for Nazareth families only who have a financial need. The grant 
is to help families in financial need from Nazareth, and Nazareth only to join scouts. Should you have any questions, 
we ask that you contact District Director Vinnie Polakowski at Vincent.Polakowski@scouting.org.

New Scout Incentive
The Minsi Trails Council board has approved using proceeds from the sale of Camp Trexler to provide any new Scout 
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Membership News
who joins this year with a $50 gift Certificate to the Scout Shop. Families can use this to purchase uniforms, books, 
and so on. The certificate will be mailed directly to the family once their application is processed. This offer expires 
on December 31, 2024. Please let families know they will be receiving this voucher.

If your new scouts have not received their gift card, please contact Patti Davis at davispr91@outlook.com. Provide us 
with your unit number and the scout’s name(s).

Troop Leaders
National has published a Troop leader resource hub with information and planning resources for troops. Check out 
https://troopleader.scouting.org/ for more information. 

Unit Commissioners Needed
Volunteers are needed as Unit Commissioners. Contact District Commissioner Bill Brugger at we.brugger@gmail.
com if you are interested. This is a great way to continue serving in Scouting after your daughter or son has aged out.

Cub Scout Camping Program and Policy Updates
•	 Effective June 1, 2024, Webelos is the designated program for 4th graders and Arrow of Light is the designated 

program for 5th graders. As such, the Arrow of Light program is no longer combined with the Webelos program 
and the purpose of Webelos (4th grade) is no longer to prepare Cub Scouts to join Scouts BSA. The purpose of 
the Arrow of Light program is to prepare for Arrow of Light Scouts to join a Scouts BSA troop. Therefore, the 
camping policies for these two age groups have officially been separated. Understanding that these two dens 
have officially separated is critical to determining how each den can camp and with whom. This separation will 
also be showcased on the upcoming update to the Age Appropriate Guidelines Chart.

•	 Both Webelos and Arrow of Light dens can still camp as a den. Reminder, only these two den types can camp 
as dens (other Cub Scout ranks can camp as part of a pack coordinated or at a council/district camping event). 
Webelos and Arrow of Light den campouts are for these two ranks alone – “tagalong” other age Cub Scouts or 
siblings are not allowed on den campouts. 

•	 Webelos can camp as a den or with their pack but cannot camp with a Scouts BSA troop either at a troop or 
district/council event. This opportunity will become available when they become Arrow of Light Scouts and is 
even part of one of the required Arrow of Light adventures. 

	" Be sure to consider this as you plan legacy camporees or other Scouts BSA events where you may have 
invited all “Webelos” – now these camporees or other Scouts BSA events are no longer for Webelos but 
exclusively a potential opportunity for Arrow of Light Scouts.

•	 Arrow of Light Scouts can participate and camp at a unit coordinated campout with a Scouts BSA troop they are 
eligible to join. They must attend as an Arrow of Light den/patrol under the supervision of two deep leadership 
from their Arrow of Light den/patrol or pack.

•	 Arrow of Light Scouts can also participate at a Scouts BSA “camporee” (council coordinated, short-term camp, 
see NCAP SA-001) during the day and/or overnight as either a member of their den (with the den’s two deep 
leadership) or with their parent(s) or legal guardian(s) if the local council coordinates two deep leadership per 
NCAP Standard HS-502.

Be sure to read the entire section in the Guide to Safe Scouting (https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/) 
so you can help your Cub Scout packs and their older dens have a successful camping experience this fall and into 
next year. The newly updated Cub Scout program is a great way to engage more Scouts outdoors! Don’t miss the 
chance to incorporate camping into your year-round district/council events.
 
UPCOMING EVENTS
Mark your calendars for the following dates:
December 10 			  Northampton District Renewal	   			   Council Office
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Patti Davis 
Northampton District Membership Chair

Pack 359 Webelos Bike requirement

New Unit Commissioners
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The Takhone Corner

Takhone Chapter went rock climbing at North Summit Climbing Gym. Everyone had a great 
time! There were 11 youth and 5 adults in attendance.

Our next meeting will be December 12 at 6:00 PM and will be our holiday party. Members, 
check your email for details.

Happy Holidays from Takhone Chapter



DECEMBER 2024 Northampton District Newsletter
-10-

Witauchsoman Lodge #44 
Order of the Arrow 

Minsi Trails Council 
 

Cordially invites you to our 
 

Order of the Arrow Lodge Family Banquet 
& 

Presentation of OA Awards to Lodge Members 
 

Saturday, January 4, 2025 at 3:00 PM 
Gathering/Check-in opens at 3:00pm, Dinner will start promptly at 4:00pm 

DeSales University Center 
2763 Station Ave, Center Valley, PA 18034 

 

     
 

Menu: Sliced flank steak, chicken francaise, pasta primavera, smoked gouda mashed 
potatoes, sauteed green beans, rice pilaf, Cesar salad, triple chocolate cake, fresh fruit salad 

 

This is a family event - your parents, sisters, brothers, etc. are all welcome! 
 

FUN NIGHT of great food, fellowship, lodge displays, door prizes, and more! 
 

Cost is $40 per person – Registration Deadline: 12/27/2024 
Register online via:  www.witauchsoman.org/banquet 

 
PATCH AUCTION – Lodge Youth Scholarship Fund 

 

Donations: 
Please bring/donate any patches or OA/BSA memorabilia 

We greatly appreciate your support and donations! 
 

Bidding: 
Silent auction (bidding sheets) – starts at 3:00pm, ends at 4:00pm 

All proceeds go to the Lodge Youth Scholarship Fund, 
which helps send Youth Arrowmen to NOAC – National OA Conference 
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 Northampton County District October and November 2024 Eagle Scouts
Our young men and women work through the ranks in Scouting with busy schedules-sports, school, church, 
and more. These scouts still found time to complete all the requirements and achieve their goal of becoming 
an Eagle Scout. All our Eagle Scouts will set the bar higher as they continue in their life. We wish them all the 
best in their future. 

Jim Daley, Northampton District Advancement Chair and Eagle Chair

10/7/2024 Braden C Troop 62

10/14/2024 Collin W Troop 78

10/21/2024 Luke D Troop 359

10/28/2024 Wyatt M-B Troop 302

10/28/2024 Samuel A Troop 40

11/11/2024  Jacob B Troop 93

11/18/2024  Aaron K Troop 76

11/18/2024  Joshua W Troop 359

11/25/2024  Aaron S Troop 359

11/25/2024  Kush S Troop 302

11/25/2024  Aaron S Troop 317
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Training!
It’s for everyone.
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Hey!
Save the dates

Minsi Trails’
Wood Badge

course will be:
September 19-21, 2025 

and
October 18-19, 2025
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Hi! My name is Bernie Suess and many of you know that I’ve been the intrepid editor of this newsletter for the 
last dozen years or so. But in 2025 I’m also wearing a new hat. I am the course director for the 
2025 Wood Badge course offered here in Minsi Trails Council, 13-502-25. 

When I first heard about Wood Badge quite a few years ago, I was reluctant to sign up. After all, 
I was only on the troop committee and a recent addition to the district commissioner staff.  I felt 
I had already completed the necessary training for my roles, even taking additional training such 
as Scoutmaster-Specific Training and Introduction to Outdoor Skills. I didn’t see the need for 
more.

Then I had the opportunity to staff National Youth Leadership 
Training (NYLT), which is for youth leaders in Scouts BSA and Venturing. The 
course is led by youth, with support from adults, and I was completely impressed 
by the dedication and talent of the staff and participants. They learned so much, 
executed the course perfectly, and they had fun. When I mentioned my admira-
tion to one of the adult leaders, he told me, “It’s a lot like Wood Badge.” As soon 
as I got back from NYLT, I signed up for the next Wood Badge course.

Although I had a good sense of what Wood Badge was like, thanks to my experience with NYLT, I was still pleas-
antly surprised. Wood Badge is geared toward adults, and it teaches many of the same principles, which helps 
in communicating with NYLT-trained Scouts. I’m still friends with many of the people I met on that Wood Badge 
course. And I came back envigorated to make a difference.

When I talk with people about Wood Badge, I often hear concerns or hesitations about taking the course. 
Some seem to think that Wood Badge is only for the top adult leaders. But in reality, 
Wood Badge is for all adult leaders—Cubmasters, Scoutmasters, Venturing Advisors, 
and more—because it equips us to provide the best possible program for our youth. 
Ultimately, Wood Badge will be better for your Scouts—Cubs, Scouts BSA, Venturers, 
young women and young men. All Scouts will benefit by their leaders taking Wood 
Badge. And it’s not just about Scouting—it provides leadership skills that extend into 
many aspects of life. And did I mention it’s fun?

We’ve assembled a diverse group of Scouters to staff the 2025 Wood Badge 
course. Staff development begins soon, and we’re committed to giving you a 
“mountaintop experience” that will enhance your ability to deliver an even better 
program for your Scouts.

One exciting change for this year’s course is the introduction of pre-course online 
modules to help participants prepare for the in-person sessions. These modules 
are designed to ease any nerves participants might have while maintaining the excitement and fun that come 
with Wood Badge.

The course will be held at Camp Minsi over two weekends in the fall, September 19-21 and October 18-19, 
2025. Registration will be opening soon and participants from Minsi Trails Council will receive a $100 scholar-
ship to offset the cost. Early registrants will have an additional discount, but it will end shortly after registration 
opens. The course is limited to 48 participants and many people have expressed an interest already. Anyone 
who has questions can contact me at scoutmaster@minsitrailswoodbadge.org or phone/text me at 484-330-
6915.

I look forward to seeing you at the 2025 Wood Badge course.

Wood Badge In 2025
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2024 BSA National  
Annual Membership Fees

$85/YR

$50/YR

$30/YR

$65/YR

FOR ALL NEW 
AND EXISTING 
MEMBERS

 EFFECTIVE 

A P R I L

1
2 0 2 4

Participants in kindergarten through age 20.

Scoutreach participants in kindergarten through age 20.

For all Exploring youth and adults.

All registered adult volunteers in unit 
and non-unit positions. (Volunteers with 

multiple registrations will continue to 
pay for only one position).

Boy Scouts of America

Boy Scouts of America

Boy Scouts of America

Boy Scouts of America
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U N I T  R E N E W A L  F E E

$30/YR

$65/YR

$25/YR

Scoutreach participants in kindergarten through age 20.

Additional fees might be charged by local councils and units.

and non-unit positions. (Volunteers with 
multiple registrations will continue to 

pay for only one position).
Boy Scouts of America

Boy Scouts of America

Boy Scouts of America

Boy Scouts of America

S C O U T  L I F E  M A G A Z I N E  F E E

$ 100/YR
For all new and  
existing units. 

$ 15/YR

This fee is for  
Merit Badge Counselors who are not 

already registered volunteers.
Merit badge counselors who are not also registered in a unit position 

are not allowed to attend overnight Scouting activities/events.
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NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT COMMITTEE

District Chair Mike Caffery 610-295-8816 mikecee1062@yahoo.com
District Commissioner Bill Brugger we.brugger@gmail.com

District Director Vincent Polakowski 610-465-8575 Vincent.Polakowski@scouting.org
District Executive Melissa Mohr 610-465-8565 melissa.mohr@scouting.org
Roundtable Commissioner—Cub Scout
Roundtable Commissioner—Scouts BSA Jim Swain 610-974-9150 jim.swain@rcn.com

Melanie Hunt
Nominating Committee Chair Anthony Garguilo 484-554-5815 garguiloanthony@gmail.com
Executive Board Liaison Ed Cool
    Webmaster Greta Bergstresser
Finance Chair
   Family FOS Chair Bob Obermeyer obie1949@gmail.com

Bill Brugger
   Popcorn Chair
Membership Chair Patti Davis 610-597-5587 Davispr91@outlook.com
Exploring Chair
Marketing Chair
Cub Scout Day Camp Chair Barbara Emert

Activities Chair Chris Fluke ddfluke15@gmail.com
   Cub Scout Activities Chair Taylor Alexander

   Scouts BSA Activities Chair

   Scouting For Food Chair

     Pinewood Derby John Van Camp

Advancement Chair Jim Daley 610-759-7169 j.daley@rcn.com

   Cub Scout Advancement Chair Lucy Martin

   Eagle Scout Chair Jim Daley 610-759-7169 j.daley@rcn.com
     Backup  Eagle Scout Chair Bernie Marth

   Merit Badge Counselor Chair Bruce Horton 484-281-3441 bhworks@bellatlantic.net
   Scouts BSA Advancement Chair Bill Gade 610-762-9396 wagade@yahoo.com
Training Chair
   Cub Scout Leader Training Chair  
   Scouts BSA Leader Training Chair
OA Chapter Adviser Chris Fluke ddfluke15@gmail.com
Associate OA Chapter Advisers Dave Hay 610-861-4494 sayhay@ptd.net

Chris Martin

District Committee Members at Large Andrew Draper
Anthony Garguilo
Barbara Emert
Bernie Suess
Chance Trapp
Charles Chase
Christopher Fluke
David Hay
Dawn Trapp
Edward Cool

George  Kenyon 
Greta Bergstresser 
James Daley 
James Roberts 
Jason Capone 
John Hawk 
John Van Camp 
Lucy Martin 
Michael Faccinetto 
Patricia Davis

Ralph Horton 
Robert Obermeyer 
Rodney Long 
Sheryl Lyn Padgett 
Tamie Swain 
William Gade 
William Kropa 
Stephanie Valek-Hillegass

Newsletter Editor Bernie Suess 484-330-6915 newsletter@minsi-northampton.com

Any Scouter interested in serving on the District Committee, contact Mike Caffrey 
or if interested in serving as a Commissioner, contact District Commissioner Bill Brugger.


